
 

 

What a GREAT morning…..and what an incredible view!  You all are breathtaking.  Really.   
Let me echo, and not for the last time, the most important word of the day:  
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
As Chris said, I am wearing a number of hats today. Because of that, there isn’t an emotion 
anywhere in the MAC that we don’t share.  I am, like you, happy and scared of the chapters 
concluding and the ones beginning; I am full of joy and relief that we’ve made it to this day and 
full of anticipation and wistfulness for the future.   
 
In short, we are all the same today.  Laughing, crying, hoping, praying…and that’s exactly how it 
is supposed to be.  And yet, we somehow sum it up in the one word that weirdly but truly has 
to capture it all:  Congratulations.  SO……… 
 
Congratulations to the members of the Providence Day School Graduating Class of 2018.  I love 
knowing so many of you so well and for so long.  You are a fantastic group of seniors and we are 
all so proud of you.  Importantly, though, you are NOT the only people we are congratulating 
today. 
 
Congratulations to all PDS parents and families and extended families.  This is also YOUR 
success we are celebrating today.  Your dedication and guidance and support and constant love 
(and hours of worry) are what brought us successfully to today.  You have---we have—so much 
to be proud of and this important day marks YOUR impact in literally creating and developing 
the next generation…… 
 
I believe we are put on this planet to make the world a better place, and to, without fail, leave 
it better than we found it.  No matter how great life is at any given moment.  These seniors are 
your LEGACY to this planet…..Well done. 
 
Congratulations to our Faculty and Administration.  These graduates are the sum of your 
amazing brain power, skill and thoughtfulness and caring.  We are a family that has been built 
over almost 45 years because of your work and your love.   
 
Thank you for raising our children.  Thank you as well for raising all of us as families.  Don’t think 
we under-estimate that.  You have raised parents and families too.  It is, secretly probably, and 
in those conversations saved for Friday at 4:00, the hardest part of your role.  And we are 
forever better for all that you do.  The successes of the Class of 2018 are your successes and we 
couldn’t be more grateful. 
 
And congratulations and thank you to our Board of Trustees.  As part of the Charging Forward 
Campaign, and in many other ways, I have witnessed your leadership and your caring for the 
present and future of our school.  You are wise, you have courage, and you have grace under 
pressure.  And goodness knows you have patience.  We are fortunate for your service. 
(pause)  



 

 

Three weeks ago, I went to the final Upper School Assembly that this class of Seniors will ever 
attend.  What a moving experience! We had three musical numbers performed by seniors, all 
with themes related to graduation. Themes of love and friendship and inter-twined lives.  A 
sing-a-long, a solo, and a duet. I cried through the whole thing.  The words to a song from the 
musical Wicked, performed by Kaitlyn Gonzalez and Tessa Claire Giordano, seem perfect: 
(And, no, fortunately for you I will not be singing them) 
 
The character Glinda’s words to the song “For Good” go like this: 
 
“I’ve heard it said that people come into our lives for a reason.  Bringing something we must 
learn. And we are led to those who help us most to grow—IF we let them…and if WE help them 
in return.  Well I don’t know if that’s true, but I KNOW that I’m who I am today because of you.” 
 
And that’s the message: parents…families…faculty…administration…trustees….these graduates 
are here today because of you.   
 
Let’s pause for a few seconds and reflect.  By my calculation (and as a banker I should at least 
be close), there are over 31 million seconds in a year.  31,536,000 seconds every year full of PDS 
memories.  If you stopped for just a couple of minutes today and thought about the special and 
vivid memories that consume those seconds, what would they be?? 
 
Book readings and poetry readings…….Colonial days……lighthouse construction, famous people 
made from 2 liter bottles, “how to” posters (Meredith’s How to Survive a Poisonous Snake Bite” 
has never actually been used at our house, but I will be glad SOME day that I still have it.  By the 
way, Instruction Number One?  Avoid being bitten.  Graduates, that is sage advice.)….my 
personal favorite the chemistry mole sewing project…field day…..Fort Fisher…..Ferry 
Boat….Cape Cod….Bus Day… 
 
I can do the same for MY memories of school. For me, this year will mark 40 years since I 
graduated from high school.  I have to admit, when I was sitting where you are, I would have 
assumed that anyone who had been out of high school for forty years was old!  And maybe I 
am.  But it doesn’t FEEL that way, and it won’t for you either.  One thing is certain.  I have 
absolutely I no idea who spoke at my graduation. (pause) 
 
When I thought about going back to Jackson Michigan for my 40th reunion last summer, I 
dreaded it.  I went, but I wasn’t fired up.  I couldn’t have been more wrong.  It was an amazing, 
great experience and completely relevant for today.  Two points are important: 
 
First, it was incredibly uplifting to feel a part of my Parkside Eagle family again.  We all knew not 
only each other, but our teachers and coaches and each other’s parents, and siblings. We were 
an ecosystem and it was great to spend a couple of days in that familiar, safe, special cocoon.  I 
had forgotten what that felt like.  I am beyond happy that your bonds are even stronger and 
while I won’t age you prematurely, I am excited for you to have that permanent special cocoon. 
  



 

 

You may think you are “beyond ready” to move on today, but what you share as a class will 
become more important to you than you can possibly know right now. And that is an amazing 
and wonderful thing.  Not everyone has that.  You do. 
 
Second, the human reinventions were incredible! My classmates’ DNA was the same as when I 
saw them every day, but what they had become was stunning—the dancer/artist/granola eater 
became the hard core investment banker; the “fringe” really smart guy who ran with the sketch 
crowd graduated from MIT and is an electrical engineer designing Apache helicopters, the 
“most likely to succeed in business” person, you know the type, became a veterinarian.  
 
And the winner of the “boring girl” awards in expository writing and English 
Literature….became, somehow, the Most Powerful Woman in Banking.  Of course, there was 
my friend who became a doctor and had taken over his Dad’s practice exactly as planned even 
then…….many of those, too, and they are equally awesome. 
 
My point is simple.  Over the next 40 “and more” years, you can be whomever and whatever 
you choose and dream and work to be.  There is no “right” path, there is only your path.  
(pause) 
 
Standing here today I am even more happy I went to that reunion. The promises we are making 
to you about your future are TRUE. I’ve seen it! 
 
One thing is clear, though, great lives don't just happen, they are purposefully and deliberately 
built.  In your case, fortunately, they will be built on the foundation of this great school and the 
Providence Day family.   
 
My former boss and “always” mentor, Hugh McColl described the “life-building” process to me 
this way…… 
“For every person,” he would say, there is an ‘equation’ for what makes up the happy, whole, 
and therefore successful person.  The factors may, and do, change over time.  But knowing 
what makes YOU the happy, whole successful person is something you must think about, 
understand, and build your life to create.   
 
For me those factors include my family, my work, civic leadership, and friendship. And I literally, 
deliberately aim to have a balance of those things. Not balance every single day, but over time.  
The most important part?  Knowing YOUR factors for happiness/success, and building toward 
them. You are equipped, by virtue of your Providence Day learnings and personal development, 
to do just that. 
 
Now the job of a graduation speaker is to make you think about HOW to build your future.  And 
I have hours of what I happen to think are seriously great theories about that.  Today though, 
and reserving the right to lecture at a later date, I can do better than that.  Let’s learn from 
graduation speakers that in 40 years it will be impossible for you to forget: YOU! 
 



 

 

I read all of your senior quotations—before they were printed in the yearbook--and as I 
reflected on them, without exception, I learned from every single one.   
 
Honestly, I loved them ALL.  I even found my way to loving Hayden’s, although that took some 
work!!  I’d encourage you to look at each of them and allow yourself at first your initial 
reaction—the smile, the laugh, the “OMG of course she said that.”  Then, pick just one thing it 
means to you.  Agree or disagree, find an example of it, just dwell for a minute on each 
quotation and I promise you’ll have a graduation message better and more memorable than 
any speech.  
 
Here are a few themes in your chosen quotations that I found especially poignant on the 
subject of HOW to build your future: 
 
First, For your path to be right for YOU, it has to be authentic to who YOU are.  
 
CJ Aiken chose an Emerson line:  “To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you 
something else is the greatest accomplishment.” 
 
Niki Bless chose Mr. Fox from the Fantastic Mr. Fox: “I understand what you are saying, and 
your comments are valuable, but I am going to ignore your advice.” (Actually Niki people say 
that to me all the time!) 
 
These are great points and so true.  Authenticity is everything. It is the difference between 
success and the alternative; it’s the difference between feeling confident in your success and 
wondering how “the imposter” got there. And listening to but not binding yourself by the 
opinions of others is key. 
 
Second theme: perseverance and resilience. 
 
Sean Caldwell selected a line from the Navy Seals:  “Everybody comes to a point where they 
want to quit.  It’s what you do at that moment that determines who you are.” 
 
Billy Cohen (and who would know better about resilience) quoted the Goo Goo Dolls: “Scars are 
souvenirs you never lose.” 
 
Dylan Masi picked one of my faves from YODA himself: “Do or do not, there is no try.” 
 
Great lives are built by persevering when things are tough. The most successful people I have 
ever seen—the people I want to hire--are successful not in spite of their setbacks, but because 
of them. AND they accept the cards they are dealt and make them the hand they need. 
 
And Theme number three:  You, yes you, Incredible 2018ers, have a responsibility to change the 
world.  
 



 

 

You do, and I love it. But that’s not MY mandate to you, its YOUR mandate to yourselves. 
 
Eva Logan quotes Dr. King: “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that 
matter.” 
 
Jake Skardon chose the Once-ler from Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax: “Unless someone like you cares an 
awful lot, nothing is going to get better.  Its not.” 
 
You are graduates of THE Providence Day School. You have been taught and trained and have 
learned. It isn’t as simple as you CAN change the world; your responsibility is NOT optional.  
With all you have been given and all you have learned, you MUST change the world. At least a 
little bit.  Every day.  
 
Period.  Beginning of story. 
 
And, fourth, Friendship and Family are THE cornerstones of building any future. 
 
Max Wallach, who might have chosen important words from his mom, chose Winnie the Pooh:  
“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” 
 
And that says it all. A successful life by any measure is defined by family and friends and the 
ecosystem YOU build, that you invest in with your heart and soul…… Build well, Charger 
graduates. 
 
So back for a moment to Senior Assembly.  This time,  Elphaba is singing her part of “For Good:” 
 
“It may well be that we will never meet again in this lifetime.  So let me say before we part…so 
much of me is made of what I learned from you. You’ll be with me like a handprint on my heart 
and now whatever way our stories end, I know you have rewritten mine by being my friend.” 
 
Graduates, Let your Senior lines be small handprints joined in lifelong friendship. 
(pause) 
 
I accepted the invitation to speak today for so many reasons. One important one is to have to 
chance to publicly express MY love for the Charger Nation.  For the parents—we’ve grown up 
together, had a blast together, cried together, cheered our teams together, watched musicals 
together, and supported one another and I am grateful for that.  
 
I am honored to know our faculty and administration who guide this place with humility and 
passion and strength.  I am honored to know this class, and for all of the students—our 
“collective” children--who make our lives and OUR futures so rich.  I’ll take a leap here and say 
that any person lucky enough to be standing here right now would say the same thing.   
 
  



 

 

So…MY chosen quotation comes from poet Brian Andreas: “Someday, someone will ask, ‘What 
have you done with your life?’ and though there are many moments I think I will remember…in 
the end… I will be proud to say…I was one of us.”  
 
Which brings me to my final theme:  We are Chargers.    
 
Hayden Clay (who ALSO, might have chosen words from his mom) chose a line from Ke$ha: 
“Now the party don’t start ’til I walk in.” 
 
Did we discuss this before submission? But actually, I get it.  You are reminding yourselves that 
you are “impact players.” What I call “but for” people. 
 
A room is never the same once a Charger walks in.  It will only be all it can be when a Charger is 
involved., The best part of all is being us. Impact players as individuals and together.  
 
Square your shoulders, take a deep breath, and walk in. 
 
Class of 2018, you have been and will always be Chargers.  Congratulations. Make it Count. 
 
 
 


