
Person 1 -- how the money was raised, how the idea was generated - Kate 
 

At Providence Day, every year the senior class gives a gift back to the school as a token 
of our appreciation for the friendships, memories, and education it has given us. This gift can be 
anything from a physical object that is displayed somewhere on campus to a donation to one of 
the many endowed funds we have at PD.  

Throughout the year, the class of 2018 has been raising money in a variety of ways to 
put towards our gift. For example, money made from selling sports buttons, Autobell car wash 
tickets, and graduation thank-you notecards has gone towards the gift. We also encouraged 
seniors to make donations of their own money that way they felt they were truly a part of the gift. 
In the spring, we were also thrilled to find out that an anonymous donor had offered to match 
any donation made by a senior up to five dollars. We would like to thank this donor and let he or 
she know that their belief in us as a class in greatly appreciated. With all of these platforms 
being used to raise money we were ready to decide what our gift would be.  

So, starting in January, the class gift committee began meeting to figure out what our 
class should give back to Providence Day. At our first couple of meetings it was evident that we 
wanted our gift to be a physical object that would have a presence on campus, and any leftover 
money we raised we would go to an endowed fund that we as the committee would select. So, 
to help generate ideas for the physical gift we decided to ask our classmates what they would 
like to see added to our campus. Using their feedback, we realized that with our transition into 
the New Academic Center our classmates felt that what we should add to the campus was a 
way to honor our time spent in the West Wing.  
 

Person 2 -- a description of the physical gift (which could include other committee 
members coming to the mic to share their memories; so far, Malkam has volunteered, but I bet 
we can get 2 more) and the donation to the Gil Murdock endowment -Hayden  

 
To honor the years of learning, the relationships forged, and the the memories created in 

the west wing, the class gift committee has decided to create an art installation that will live in 
the new academic center. We are teaming up with three of our own, Marisa Alam, Lizzie 
Madison, and Julia De Oliveira, to create this art installation. In order to make it ours, the 
members of the class of 2018 were all invited to write a memory of their time in the west wing 
that will be used to create the physical piece of art. This is the first time in PDS history that each 
student in the senior class will have had the chance to contribute something tangible to the 
senior class gift. To give an idea of the memories we have of the west wing and the impact it 
had on us, three students will share their own memories.  

Malkam:  
STUDENT 2: ronak  
STUDENT 3: sam  
I know I will never forget performing my slam poem about my love for the panthers 

during English 2 in WW12 shortly after the panthers played in super bowl 50. Additionally, the 
class gift committee decided to donate the rest of the money we raised to the Gilmer L. Murdock 
Endowment Fund. This fund was created in 2007 to ensure that all students are able to fully 



benefit from the Providence Day School experience. Awards cover “extra” expenses including 
tutoring, SAT review classes, calculators, class trips, sports equipment, team camps, and 
special tournaments for any student demonstrating financial need. Not only were we drawn to 
the important purpose of this fund, but Coach Murdock passed away while the class of 2018 
was in Kindergarden, so we were one of the last groups of students to have had the privilege of 
knowing and learning from Coach Gil Murdock.  

As a class, I would say we are pretty fond of memories, be it memories on snapchat, 
memories from field trips in lower school, or the memories we created each and every day on 
campus. I hope that our class gift, focused on two profound memories of our time at PDS, will 
remind us all of where we came from and will help a little bit of us continue to live on here at PD.  






