
Introduction/Inspiration 
Today I have the privilege of presenting our class gift alongside my committee 

members. With the changes going on around campus, we were initially unsure of what 
our final decision would be. We wanted to provide something that could be a staple of 
the providence day community for the significant future. We wanted to be able to 
capture the passion, pride, and spirit of Providence Day, particularly that of the class of 
2017. Many options were considered throughout the process, but a consensus was only 
reached on one far fetched concept. This idea, this object, has been pursued by virtually 
every class before us, only to be passed over for some reason or another. Since this is 
indeed, Our House, it is fitting that the class of 2017 is the one that finally got it done. I 
am pleased present our gift to the providence day community: a life size charger statue.  
 
 
Fundraising/Cowlishaw/Thank-you 

This long-sought-after idea has finally become a reality thanks to the fundraising 
efforts of the Senior Class. These initiatives included manufacturing spirit buttons for 
parents, as well as selling stationery and AutoBell coupons. To everyone who 
participated and supported our endeavors, thank you. Without your involvement, we 
wouldn’t be presenting the gift that stands before you. Along the lines of tremendous 
support, we would like to thank Dr. Cowlishaw for sharing our excitem 
 
ent for this gift. When Dr. Vanderford reached out to the powers that be, we learned that 
Dr. Cowlishaw had been interested in it for years. The Class of 2017’s incredible 
fundraising efforts combined with Dr. Cowlishaw’s unwavering support for this 
seemingly impossible project has enabled us to leave our mark by presenting -- in our 
opinion -- the best class gift Providence Day has received thus far. Lastly, this entire 
undertaking would not have been possible without the guidance of Dr. Vanderford, Mrs. 
Stodghill, and Mrs. Ellis, along with the direction given by these incredible seniors on 
the stage with me.  
 
 
Intent for the future/positioning 
 

The charger will be placed on the grassy area to the right of the entrance to this 
building. Our hope is that it will serve as an integral part of PD spirit and that it will 
become incorporated into traditions on campus. We anticipate that future senior classes 
will have the privilege of decorating and dressing up the charger to advertise themed 
athletic, artistic, or academic events. This charger will stand as a symbol of our 
passionate and ambitious community, and we hope that it becomes a popular photo 



spot for students and families to document their time here. Its permanence will be 
something for the students to hold onto while our campus continues to grow and 
improve.  






