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a Guide
to Thrive
“T

hey are like a zombie horde,” jokes Michael Magno. “One
middle schooler is fine, but if you get a bunch together…
watch out!” Mango should know—he is the Head of
Middle School.
“They are stronger in numbers and they’re always looking for food
or their lost backpacks.”
Of course, Magno is kidding. Although middle school may not
actually be part of the apocalypse, there are still certain skills every
student needs to survive—and thrive—in these adolescent years. So
Magno’s team took big steps this year to make sure the students were
better equipped than ever before.
A small group of middle school faculty and staff worked together
for months to create the Middle School Guide to Thrive—a bound
book that includes everything from a daily planner to learning
strategies, information on student life, technology and more. Some
supporting content was sourced from The Learning Scientists, a
cohort of cognitive psychological scientists who espouse “the use of
effective study and teaching strategies that are backed by research,”
according to its website.

We didn’t buy a resource made for sixth
through twelfth graders...We created
this so that it’s specific to our kids from the
experts who work with them every day.

Sixth grade mom Rachel Spector says, “This was my first entrée
into middle school and the unknown. It’s scary. It’s exciting too, but
you just don’t know what to expect.”

Bobby Thompson, sixth grade History teacher and grade level
Dean, was part of the team that put the guide together.

Staff started to realize there was a bit of a learning curve and they
wanted to help.

“We didn’t buy a resource made for sixth through twelfth
graders,” he said. “We created this so that it’s specific to our kids
from the experts who work with them every day.”

“We were receiving feedback that students needed help with study
skills and organization,” Magno explains.

At the start of the school year, the Guide To Thrive was given to
every incoming sixth grader, students new to PDS Middle School,
and anyone else who asked for it.

Thompson added, “What we realized over the last few years is that
students have gotten away from basic study and organizational skills;
we recognized that the kids weren’t so great at managing themselves.
They had so many things to keep track of with the transition to
Middle School, so we decided to put this resource together.”

Julie Hill, Middle School Learning Specialist, led the team that
produced the guide, and explains the student experience transitioning
from Lower School. “You go from having one teacher that plans
everything for you and gives you a full script, and then you move to
middle school and there’s a lot more flexibility and autonomy.”
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All that freedom can be a little tough to navigate in the
beginning—for students as well as their parents.

It wasn’t hard to figure out why.

The first group of students received the guide in August, and it was
such a big hit that even many seventh and eighth graders asked for it.
Some parents did as well.
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I’m pretty organized but memorizing
my schedule and knowing where to be
was a lot at first. The guide is really interesting
and cool. It really helps keep me organized.
Sixth grader Eliana Spector says, “I’m pretty organized but
memorizing my schedule and knowing where to be was a lot at first. The
guide is really interesting and cool. It really helps keep me organized.”
The biggest section of the Guide To Thrive is the daily planner that
offers room to write down assignments for every class, every day. The
students are encouraged to always carry the guide in their backpacks
so that they can take full advantage of the planner. Sixth grade
teachers are reinforcing its use by starting each class with a reference
to the planner and upcoming homework.
Eliana adds, “I know when things are due because it really helps to
write it down. It’s kind of like our Google calendar and I still use that,
but writing it down really helps me remember everything.”
Her mom Rachel agrees, admitting that even she needs help
keeping track of everything and relies on a paper calendar to stay on
top of her own schedule.
“Sometimes ‘old-school’ just works! I think with young kids who
are just learning study techniques, visual writing really reinforces
what they get from technology. There’s something to be said about
the process and how kids remember things. It’s been a good tool for
Eliana.”
It’s been a good tool for a lot of kids.
Thompson says, “I’ve already seen a big difference with the sixth
grade students. It’s night and day to me; it’s been remarkable. The
students have been more accountable for their work and keeping all
their subjects organized. I’ve had a lot fewer kids who don’t have their
homework when it’s due.”
Hill adds, “My goal is to empower students to help them learn how
they learn. That’s what the guide is doing. It feels good to know what
you need to do as a student— to have grades that reflect your ability,
rather than your disorganization.”
Based on feedback, the team decided that next year all Middle
School students will get a copy of an updated Guide to Thrive.
Zombie apocalypse officially avoided.

DAILY PLANNER
•
•
•
•
•

5-Day Schedule with Rotation Day
Next Week by Subjects & Clubs/Electives
Assessment, Review, & Exam Days
Coming up Next Month
Notes

LEARNING STRATEGIES
•
•
•
•

Note taking methods
Study approaches
Goal setting worksheet
Self-reflection assessment

MS RESOURCES
•
•
•
•

After school help sessions
QR code links to useful online sites
Technology help FAQs
Digital Tools explanations

STUDENT LIFE
•
•
•
•
•

QR code link to Student-Parent Handbook
Student Life Calendar
Dress Code
Device Policy
Student FAQs

APPENDIX
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mission Statement & Core Values
PD Passport TK-12 Curricular Framework
MS Classroom Expectations
Digital Citizenship Compass
Campus Map
Faces to Know

PROVIDENCE DAY Magazine

Making Gains

S

ean Caldwell ’18 knew he only had a little time (just 90
seconds) and a lot to do. He had honed his speech, narrowed
it down to the five notecards in his pocket, and somehow
managed to calm his nerves—despite being on stage in the Mosack
Athletic Center—in front of a room packed with more than 500
people at the Parents’ Association 2017 Annual Auction. Caldwell
was there with fellow student Reed Baker ’17 to talk about that year’s
Fund a Need item.
He needed the room to hear his passion. To believe in his mission.
He needed their money to help kickstart the idea of a Student
Investment Board—with a twist.
“Sean got in front of all the parents and bigwigs and gave a pitch
about why this club would be great for students and asked for
money. He said if we could have some real money we could really
do something,” remembers Danny Mehigan, Upper School Math
teacher and a faculty advisor to the Student Investment Board.
Caldwell remembers watching the giant screen that was tracking
total donations. “It shot up right away! Within three minutes we had
$25,000. It was pretty amazing.” Bank of America had contributed
$10,000, and several other large gifts were contributed by community
members in the audience. As the tally approached the $50,000 mark,
the emcee announced that an anonymous donor would match it.
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It took less than 10 minutes to raise that $100,000 because everyone
in the room loved the idea. The money would go to a unique concept
currently in play at only a handful of schools across the country.

Gains for Good
Caldwell had been working with school administrators to support an
existing student investment club. He explains, “My idea was to start
a student investment fund so that students could manage real money
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and build experience, and then when I pitched it to administration
they added a twist.”
The school proposed establishing a student-run Investment Board
that would give a portion of the money they earned to a student-run
Foundation Board, which would in turn distribute funds as a grantmaking organization. It’s the creation of the foundation that school
leaders believe make this a rare opportunity available nowhere else in
the country.
Both Boards got underway last year and this year have started
making real moves toward working with real money.
Michael Phipps ’00 is a the Managing Director at Red Ridge
Investment Partners who is also serving as an advisor to the students.
“In part one reason why I wanted to make myself available is that
I’m incredibly grateful to the parents in the PDS community for
initially putting up the capital to get this going. I think it has the right
supervision but also some bright minds who are getting a window
into a career path that I think is unique at the high school level.”

She and the other Foundation board members visited with staffers
at the Foundation For The Carolinas (FFTC). The Charlotte-based
organization is the sixth-largest community foundation in the
country with assets of $2.5 billion. Will Jones, program associate for
community programs and civic leadership at the FFTC, talked with
the students about the grant making process and the importance of
long-term growth.
“I’m jealous of these students!” he exclaimed. “I didn’t know
anything about philanthropy until college. They’re a very impressive
group. You could tell the questions they had really came from a passion
to serve their community and make Charlotte and their school better.”

I think what’s great about the young
people I get to work alongside is that
they see the infinite possibility of change.

Phipps meets with the students on a regular basis and says he has
been struck by what they already know, and the questions they ask.
“I’m quite impressed...they are many steps ahead of where I was at
that age and they pick up concepts very quickly.”

Upper School History and Social Studies teacher Dr. Jennifer
Bratyanski is one of the PDS faculty advisors to the Student
Foundation Board. She says the visit to the FFTC was all about
helping the students understand how a foundation works.

Part of what he’s helping them manage is the level of risk they should
take with the portfolio knowing that a percentage of the money they
make will be given to the Student Foundation Board. The students on
that board have also learned from industry leaders about charitable
giving as they look to award the money to student-led philanthropic
projects at PDS, in the Charlotte community, and beyond.

“It was a real-life scenario of what they are going to be doing,”
she explains. “These kids are often in a bubble here. When they saw
how a foundation as large and respected as FFTC operates, it gave
them a new perspective. Seeing the actual location and meeting with
people who do this for a living really added a sense of credibility
and legitimacy.”

Giving for Good

In fact, Dunbar says the visit to the FFTC made her realize she
wanted to study philanthropy in college and pursue it as a career path.

Megan Dunbar ’19 serves on the nine-member Student Foundation
Board and was excited to learn that she and the other students would
decide where the money goes. “It’s a pretty cool feeling that I can
actually do something. It’s been a real frustration—at such a young
age I feel like I can’t make a difference—and Providence Day is
now giving me the opportunity to be a part of this board. It really is
amazing. Being given that responsibility at my age is awesome.”

STUDENT INVESTMENT BOARD MISSION
The mission of the Investment Board is to support the
Foundation Board by providing a reliable source of funds
through prudent investment management skills.

STUDENT FOUNDATION BOARD MISSION
The mission of the Foundation Board is to provide funding
to established student-led social responsibility endeavors
throughout our community.

“It was such a cool meeting and they told us what they do and it
helped me see it’s a real career plan and really rewarding. Before I
thought I had to wait to give back until I made enough money. Now I
realize there are other ways I can give back right away,” she explains.
Bratyanski isn’t surprised. “Young people understand fairness
and inequality and they’re action-oriented. I think as we get older
we become more reserved, more aware of the nuances and obstacles
which may lead to apathy. But young people don’t have those
obstacles. I think what’s great about the young people I get to work
alongside is that they see the infinite possibility of change.”
Mehigan agrees. “It’s been eye opening to see how interested they
are and how much they already know about investing strategies.
They’re so busy and have so much going on at school...but they have
this knowledge base and they’re using it for good.”
Caldwell says that’s the best part. He is now at UNC Chapel Hill
and is committed to staying involved as much as he can. “Knowing
that in 10, 20, 30 years that fund and the asset base will grow and the
impact we’ll have will spread and grow exponentially as we distribute
it to charities…that just feels amazing.”
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Board of Trustees
2018-2019
Dr. Christopher Mullis ’90, Chair
Mr. Wyatt Smith, Vice Chair
current parent ’19, ’20
Mr. Timothy Biltz, Treasurer
current parent ’23, ’25
Mrs. Kimberly Paulk, Secretary
current parent ’21
Mrs. Monique Allen
alumni parent ’18
current parent ’22

Mr. Mohammad Daher
current parent ’27, ’32
Mrs. Nancy Downing
current parent ’19
and alumni parent ’12, ’14, ’17
Mr. Edward Henegar
alumni parent ’13, ’15, ’18

About the Board of Trustees

Rev. Matthew Heyd ’88

Providence Day School’s Board of Trustees serves as stewards
of the school who hold “in trust” its mission and reputation. As
such, Trustees accept the obligation to not only preserve but also
to advance the institution.

Mr. William Lorenz
alumni parent ’12, ’14

Mr. William Blank
current parent ’19, ’29
alumni parent ’16

Mr. Reginald Love ’00

Mrs. Kelly Brooks
current parent ’21, ’23

Mr. Thomas Seddon
current parent ’20
alumni parent ’17

Mrs. Lynn Nesta Reeves ’86

Their work begins with the fiduciary expectations of duty (due
diligence on financials), care (executing decisions by prudent
standards) and obedience (to laws and bylaws). Beyond these
duties, Trustees focus on policies and strategies that are futurefocused, leaving daily operations to the Head of School.
As with all nonprofit boards, the majority of the work takes place
at the committee level. The PDS Board of Trustee committees
are Advancement, Buildings and Grounds, Finance, Investment,
Risk and Audit, and Committee on Trustees. These groups study
and assess in depth the needs, activities, and performances of the
school and make recommendations when planning, developing,
and establishing policy in their respective areas to the full Board.

Dr. Abigail Caudle ’92

New Member
Trustee Returns to Contribute Expertise

William “Bill” Lorenz
Bill is the Resiliency, Business Operations
and Process Controls Executive with Global
Technology and Operations at Bank of America.
He has more than 38 years of experience within
the banking industry and the company. Bill
graduated from Bucknell University with a
Bachelor’s degree in Economics. He previously served on the PDS
Board of Trustees from 2010-11 to 2016-17. Bill and wife Carol are the
parents of Will ’12 and Kate ’14.

Outgoing Trustees
Providence Day thanks Benjamin Robinson, Melanie Winton,
and Pat Phillips for their dedicated service to the school and
its students.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT & PRIDE
FOR PROVIDENCE DAY
We are reaching new levels of academic excellence, but we can’t continue
without your support. We invite you to join other members of the Providence
Day School Heritage Society by including the school in your estate plans.
When you join the Heritage Society, we’ll show our appreciation by sending you a set
of Providence Day coasters, customized with your name, to display your PD pride!
To learn more about planned giving at PDS, visit our website at
ProvidenceDay.org/PlannedGiving or contact Jeffrey S. Appel, Associate Head of School
for Institutional Advancement, at 704-887-6038 or jeff.appel@providenceday.org.
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Providence Day has a proud history of alumni returning to campus
for events, to work, and even to enroll their own children. For the
first time, now, the school can also celebrate a Charger leading the
Board of Trustees.
Chris Mullis ’90 is a man of many talents. He holds a doctorate in
astrophysics from the University of Hawai’i Institute for Astronomy,
one of the world's leading astronomical research centers. In 2006,
Mullis founded NorthStar Capital Advisors to serve clients in financial
planning and investment management. A Charlotte native, Mullis is a
passionate champion of Providence Day—both its history and its future.
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What do you enjoy most about your role as
Chair of the Board of Trustees?

What is the biggest challenge/opportunity facing
the school over the next 15 years?

Thanks to my PD education, I have lived and worked around the
world, collaborated with Nobel Laureates, explored the farthest
frontiers of the Universe, and helped great families live their best
lives possible. But I’ll put my experience with the Board of Trustees
right up there in that list. It is a profound privilege to work with,
learn from, and serve our school together with the passionate,
committed, and expert members of our Board and our school’s
senior leadership team.

As Chargers we’re accustomed to leading from the front. Not because
we deserve it, but because we earn it through discipline and hard
work. Think of the trifecta of excellence that we see across academics,
athletics, and arts at PD. Nonetheless, one clear opportunity for self
improvement is our endowment. We trail our peers by a far margin
in this dimension, but we’re gaining ground thanks to the Charging
Forward campaign and newfound focus on endowment growth. A
strong and healthy endowment will protect the school from inevitable
(but temporary) challenges of the economic cycle. Moreover, it will
create new capacities to support and grow our school across all times.

What is your goal for the work of the Board?
First and foremost: support our world-class Head of School,
Dr. Glyn Cowlishaw, whose visionary leadership shapes the
incredible experience imparted to the students of PD today and the
students of tomorrow. Second: focus on strategic and generative
leadership. Third: cultivate processes and structure of governance
that promote a consistently high-performing Board.

What do you see as the Board’s role in advancing
Providence Day’s mission and strategic vision?
The Board pursues engaged learning conversations with school
leadership, industry thought leaders, and the community at large.
This allows us to be properly equipped to provide vision, direction,
and unique problem solving. To remain profoundly relevant and
sustainable, the Board regularly revisits our mission and strategic
vision and is ready to reshape and retool when necessary.

How has Providence Day changed since you were
a student? How has it stayed the same?
The biggest change since my student days of the 70s and 80s is
clearly the growth. Our student body, our faculty, and our campus
have grown manyfold. The maturity and sophistication of execution
have scaled such that our learning environment reflects many aspects
of the universities for which we’re preparing our students. But what
remains unwavering after all these years is our PD commitment to
rigorous academics and helping our students succeed on their own
unique pathways of learning and preparation for a fulfilling life.

What are you most proud of since becoming a PD alumnus?
Getting a Ph.D. in astrophysics and creating a mission-driven
business of financial advice. The former equipped me to probe the
origins and structure of the Universe. The latter empowers people to
achieve lives of passion, purpose, and impact for their families and
their communities.

As your alma mater approaches its 50th anniversary how
would you describe the first 48 years? How is the Board and
the administration planning for post 50 years?
Our first 48 years represent an incredible arc of growth and
maturation. As we prepare to celebrate our anniversary, the Board
and the administration are already diligently mapping out our
second semicentennial. Our domains of planning range from the
practicalities of continually improving our physical infrastructure,
all the way to the “blue sky” challenge of creating innovative school
models to sustain and enhance our educational mission.

How has the Charging Forward comprehensive campaign
impacted the school?
The Charging Forward Campaign has transformed the way we teach
and learn at PD. It has created a new center point for student life, and
strengthened our Annual Fund. And it has launched the growth of
our Endowment toward a place that will benefit students and faculty
for generations to come.

What’s your fondest memory of being a student at PD?

What do you do for fun?

It’s impossible to choose just one! I like to remember the heartfelt
mentoring of Coach Gil Murdock and the countless miles we ran
training in the Robinson Woods neighborhood on the cross country
team. The guidance and support of science teachers like Bentha
Johnson, Bobbie Hinson, and Peggy Dreher who nurtured my love
for science. We went on some amazing trips together to compete in
(and ultimately win!) the International Science Fair.

I love to hike, bike, camp, and travel with my wonderful wife and
children. I also have a penchant for meteorology, “recreational”
astronomy, and birdwatching.

What is your message to your fellow alumni?
Cultivate and cherish your relationships with fellow alums, teachers,
and all of your Charger family. Our shared experiences as PD students
define and bind us. The friendships that begin at 5800 Sardis Road can
and should last a lifetime. Go Chargers!
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a Solid Foundation
and a Grateful Spirit

A

s a member of
Providence Day
School’s graduating
class of 1989, Dave King
transitioned from student
to advocate nearly 30 years
ago. Of course, a lot has
changed in Dave’s life since
then but who he is at his
core has remained constant. He can trace the foundation of each
of his positive attributes to the values instilled not only by his
parents but also the faculty and staff of PDS.
King joined the Providence Day family as a fourth grader.
He remembers the months ahead of that first Fall semester
being filled with excitement over a new adventure, as well as
anxiety about being ‘the new kid.’ After being immediately
embraced into the fold, his trepidation dissipated and the bonds
he established those first months took root and matured, and
grew into lifelong friendships.
A good student and an avid sportsman, King tried his hand
at everything Providence Day had to offer. Numerous teachers
made a long-lasting impression on him. Linda Murdock and Sam
Caudill quickly come to mind because they taught his favorite
subjects, History and Social Studies respectively. Math teacher
Janet Reece made an impact on him as well. He struggled in her
class—math has never been his strong suit—and he remembers
that she was fair, challenged him to do his best, and that the
value she placed on a growth mindset showed King that he could
accomplish far more than he thought possible.
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Tom Paylor ’88—are some of his closest current-day friends.
He still plays golf too, most frequently with fellow PDS
alumni, and is an annual participant in and sponsor of the
PDGA Alumni Golf Classic.
Following high school graduation, King attended Wofford
College where he furthered his love for history and current
events and studied Sociology and Business Economics. Wofford
appealed to him because it mirrored some of the things that
made a major impact on his education at Providence Day,
including small class sizes and access to faculty.
Today, he is Senior Talent Acquisition Partner at IBM where
he recruits hardware and software development candidates
from all over the world, both those who have earned their
stripes and those looking for a new opportunity. IBM’s
Apprenticeship Program is one that is particularly rewarding
to King because it allows people of all ages and experience
levels—from those fresh out of development bootcamps and
two-year degree programs to those interested in “new collar”
jobs—to engage in a potentially life-changing paid internship
opportunity. Not everyone knows what they want to do and
many lack the resources to explore their options. The program
offers a way to give back; to award tenacity and grit. Recently,
he hired 40 students into the Apprenticeship Program.
King’s commitment to giving back to Providence Day is far
reaching. Not long after returning to Charlotte, he served for
two years on the Alumni Council (now the Board of Alumni)
and has continued to remain engaged. He visits campus often,
taking in football games and events and marveling at the
changes to the footprint.

In seventh grade, King ran cross country under the direction
of Coach Gil Murdock and in later years played golf under
coaches Ed Henegar and Mark Price and football under coaches
Larry Butler, Steve Shaughnessy and Jim Cerbie. He was even a
member of the school’s first state football championship team in
1986. The lessons he learned through his sports experiences at
Providence Day are lessons he carries with him daily even now.

He is deeply grateful for the sacrifices his parents made to
make his attendance possible, and intensely appreciative for
the numerous faculty and staff who continue to make it one of
the best independent schools in the country. Like he did, he
wants the students of PDS today and those of tomorrow to have
opportunities of the highest caliber and to emerge not just welleducated but also well-rounded.

Each of his coaches shaped him, helping him understand that
winning and losing are just part of the game. They enforced
in him and his teammates the Golden Rule—treating others
the way you want to be treated—and helped them internalize
the importance of being a good sport and of being considerate
and respectful of their teammates and of the opposition. Said
plainly, to have class.

When asked about advice for current students, King shared
a notion he first discovered in Mrs. Reece’s math class and
continues to encounter daily at IBM: “Don’t be afraid to be
uncomfortable. It’s when you’re pushed to try your hardest that
you grow the most. The easy route is called the easy route for a
reason. Be bold. Try. You might be surprised.”

Some of those yesteryear teammates—including Berry
Curlee ’89, Dwayne Deatherage ’89, Mike Sellers ’84 and

Dave King ’89 is a supporter of the Charging Forward
comprehensive campaign.

community

Giving in Honor of...

P

rovidence Day alumni parent and grandparent Bonnie
Phillips believes in the transformative impact a quality
education and outstanding teachers can have on the life
of a student—both academically and personally.
Coming from a family of educators, Bonnie especially
credits her mother for instilling in her a love of learning and
appreciation for education. Bonnie carried her love of education
into the classroom, teaching at the middle and upper school
levels during her career. Her husband Howard also placed
great importance on the value of a quality education and taught
at both Duke University and Lenoir Rhyne College. Today,
Bonnie and Howard are the proud parents of PDS graduate
Mitch ’90 and grandparents of Pearce ’23 and Nora ’26.
“My philosophy is the minute your child is born, you are
preparing them for the world—not protecting them from
it,” said Bonnie. “We chose Providence Day School for our
son Mitch because of the school’s reputation and educational
philosophy, and I am grateful for the experiences he had and
faculty members like Phyllis Gill and Ben Topham who really
impacted his life.”
Mitch came to Providence Day as a junior, and it was the
advice he received in choosing coursework and ultimately the
college guidance process that she appreciated. She is happy to
see that Providence Day still has teachers who not only deliver
curriculum in the classroom, but who meet each child where
they are and help them achieve their highest potential.
“When I asked Pearce how he felt about PDS, he said it
was so nice to have teachers who teach to the children the
way they learn,” Bonnie said. “It makes a big difference
for faculty members to go that extra mile, and I’m grateful
that my grandchildren are receiving the same thoughtful
guidance today.”
Bonnie enjoys visiting campus to watch her grandchildren
participate in activities and to see how they connect with the
faculty. “I like to meet the teachers when I can,” she said. “If it’s

a teacher that Nora really
likes, I like to meet them to
see if I can figure out why
they click. I’ve also enjoyed
watching Pearce at his
wrestling matches. It has
been a wonderful revelation
to see the relationship he
has with his coaches.”
Bonnie believes grandparents can also play a critical
role in the education of their grandchildren through their
philanthropic support of the school. This is why she decided to
support the Charging Forward campaign.
“When Mitch was at PD, I was able to volunteer at the snack
bar and lunch room,” she said. “Maybe we grandparents aren’t
able to be as involved at school as a current parent can be, but we
know it also takes support from donors to allow Providence Day
to serve its students well, and we can help in that way,” she said.
“It’s easy to think ’well, there are others who have more
means than me, let them do it,’” Bonnie said, “but I believe it’s
like voting. One vote doesn’t elect someone, but rather it is the
combination of support from a group that makes a difference. If
we don’t do it, who will?”
“The Providence Day experience is working for our
grandchildren, and that is what is important to me, and so
I choose to support the school philanthropically,” she said.
“I want Pearce and Nora to continue to be encompassed in a
philosophy of developing critical thinking skills, individual
responsibility, self-confidence, and respect…”
“When I made my contribution, I did so in honor of my
grandchildren,” said Bonnie. “It was also in honor of my
mother. It’s what she would’ve done if she were here.”
Bonnie and Howard Phillips are supporters of the Charging
Forward comprehensive campaign.

ANNUAL FUND FAMILY OF FUNDS
How will you make your Annual Fund gift count at PDS? Annual
Fund donors may choose to designate their gift to a particular
area of the school’s operations that they find most meaningful.
Visit www.providenceday.org/annualfund for more
information and to make your gift today!
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Leaning In
to Help Each Other

B

efore Tinder and Bumble and the rest of the online dating
craze, speed dating was a thing, and believe it or not,
Providence Day hosted one of the most productive speed
dating sessions ever. (You know the drill: potential dates form
something of an assembly line, spending just a few minutes chatting
before a bell rings and you’re on to the next possible match.)
Last October, about 100 Lower School colleagues - special area
teachers and classroom teachers - participated in a round of speed
dating designed to make some new and not-so-obvious matches.
The goal? To enhance the Lower School teaching and learning
environment by connecting skills, lessons, and technology tools
across subjects and even grades.
Pam Heacock, the Lower School technology specialist explains,
“The grade level teachers were sitting at tables and the specialists
circulated around and said ‘how can we help you?’ and ‘what can we
integrate?’”
It was all part of the Technology Information Literacy Team
(TILT) initiative – a team approach designed to foster collaboration
and integrated instruction between the special area teachers and
classroom teachers to make the learning experience for students
more impactful, multi-faceted, and connection-based. In addition to
Technology, Lower School special area classes include Library, World
Language, Art, Music, Physical Education/Health, and Science.
Adrienne Johnson, one of the Lower School librarians, created
TILT three years ago along with Heacock and Janna Miller, her
Lower School librarian colleague. Johnson says the idea behind the
speed dating session was to see where they would find authentic
connections that they could build on.
“We work hard to connect the teaching and learning that’s
happening in our spaces with what students are doing in the
classrooms,” Johnson explains.
Heacock says TILT really grew out of a desire to brainstorm and
work together. “I was new in my position and Adrienne was new to
PD and new to her position. I didn’t know how to function without a
team because I had always been on a grade level team as a teacher.”
The three decided to meet. And then decided to keep meeting,
eventually officially forming what they decided to call the TILT team.
“I would describe this group of educators as creative thinkers who
are transformative leaders in Lower School,” explains Erin Harper,
Head of Lower School.
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We work best when we support each
other like a team. With a couple of
people you can get different perspectives and
find creative ways to help in the classroom.
Johnson had been part of a similar team before coming to PDS
and realized by working together, the specialists and the classroom
teachers could create some dynamic learning experiences – a way for
students to connect skills they learned with specialists to what they
were studying in the classroom and beyond.
Johnson says, “Pam, Janna, and I have found that pooling our
knowledge and skills, planning together, and co-teaching whenever
possible has a positive impact on student learning as well as our own
growth as educators.”
Miller added, “We work best when we support each other like a
team. With a couple of people you can get different perspectives and
find creative ways to help in the classroom.”
For example, when Kindergarten studied weather, Johnson
partnered with classroom teachers to guide their research in the
library about the topic. She then helped students produce music
videos based on what they learned.
A collaboration of a different kind occured when Heacock
partnered with PE teacher Kristie Oglesby as part of the Lower
School PE/Health curriculum. Oglesby wanted to help her students
learn how to monitor their heart rates, track them, and understand
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When kids are learning these skills
in the context of the classroom,
that’s where the magic happens.
the two specialist backgrounds, they combined the two worlds in a
really powerful and productive way.”
In fact, Harper and Fix say the TILT team has fostered a number
of unique learning partnerships throughout the entire Lower School,
inspiring many of the teachers to innovate and find ways to connect
different parts of the curriculum and the essential skills within the
“PD Passport,” the school’s TK through 12 curricular framework.
Fix says, “We’ve now had the art teacher help us with math
projects and incorporating shapes in art. In science, the specialists are
supporting us in teaching measurement and really helping us to be
hands-on in the science lab. TILT is spreading through classrooms;
we’re working on spreading it throughout the entire school.”
“What I really like is that it’s more connection-based because
where in life do you ever problem solve in isolation?” Harper says.
“Having the kids pull from many different areas throughout their
Lower School experience to become confident problem solvers is
such an important life lesson.”
how heart rate can impact their life. She taught the wellness lessons
and subsequently, Heacock helped implement the management of
data collection and student reflection in Technology class.

Johnson agrees. “When kids are learning these skills in the context
of the classroom, that’s where the magic happens. They begin to
understand that all these things they are learning are connected.”

“I taught the kids how to read the articles they were researching and
how to respond in Google Classroom. Then we worked on turning
their data into spreadsheets that helped them record their heart rate. It
was really about all of us being able to collaborate as teachers.”
When Christina Fix was teaching second grade last year, she
worked with the TILT team on a project related to a series of lessons
on Australia and coral reefs.
“The team helped us teach the kids about researching animals you
would find on a coral reef. So we talked about it in the classroom and
then the students learned deep researching skills. They worked on it
in the library as well and it helped them dive deeper into the subject.”
Another benefit, she added, was that the collaborating students saw
their teachers working together too.
Later in the year the second graders applied those newly-developed
research skills to other units.
“It’s great,” Fix shared. “We have such a deep bench of talented
teachers here. When we bring them into the classroom and use their
talent and enthusiasm, the students have an experience we haven’t
had before.”
Harper agrees that the TILT team has been a huge success.
“Before, classroom curriculum and specials curriculum existed as
two separate entities. With Pam’s teacher background and then

Fix is now teaching Kindergarten and says she is always looking
for ways to partner with the specialist teachers. “It’s just a smarter
use of time. It’s great for the students and it’s also much more fun to
work together.”
Johnson says that’s the whole point. “We are a team of teachers and
our goal is to collaborate to improve student learning and improve
our own growth as educators by working together. There are a lot of
different ways to approach learning and this works really well.”
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Home is where
the Heart is
C

harlotte or, more
specifically,
Providence Day
School has been home base
for the Paulk family since
their son Ethan was in TK.

Yearning for an
educational experience
different from their
own, Kimberly and
Shawn conducted a great
deal of research before
choosing a school for
then four-year-old Ethan. Academic rigor and an array of
extracurricular offerings were paramount, of course, but among
their top criteria was the requirement that Ethan’s school be
welcoming to everyone, to feel inclusive and to exude a sense
of community. They wanted to ensure his interests would
be valued and supported as he grew, and that he would be
nurtured as a “whole child.”
Kimberly and Shawn sensed all of these things on first
impression of PDS. They could see that every PDS student had a
path, a place. And they were right. Before long, they recognized
that this was not just Ethan’s school, it was their school.
Now a sophomore, Ethan has dipped his toe or has dived
headfirst into Science Olympiad, Track and Field, Model UN,
Writing Club, National History Bee, Tennis, Students for the
Political Advancement of Mankind and, his consistent passion
since middle school, the Performing Arts. Not only has Ethan
had the freedom to discern his own interests, but he has also felt
empowered by his teachers to explore, stretch, and grow.
The school’s commitment to developing lifelong learners
inspired the Paulks to do the same as a family. Taking the
notion of global citizenship to heart, eight years ago they
started the tradition of annually traveling together. Shawn and
Kimberly, neither of whom had traveled outside of the US,
wanted Ethan to have first-hand experience with what they

had only seen in books, to live in a world more relevant and
accessible than the one they knew, and to garner a diversity of
perspectives.
Shawn and Kimberly recognize that the opportunities
available to Ethan are made possible by the parents who came
before them. They are dedicated to paving the way for the
families who will follow in their footsteps. They have both
invested heavily in the school’s future since they first joined
the PDS family.
Kimberly engaged in volunteerism immediately, literally.
On Ethan’s first day she found herself stuffing envelopes and
she has been wholeheartedly committed to giving back ever
since. In 2015-16, Kimberly served as co-President of the
Parents’ Association and is currently in her third year as a
member of the Board of Trustees. They have both served on
the Board of Advisors and with Friends of the Arts. Shawn
is involved with the Providence Day Golf Association and,
when his travel schedule aligns, serves as host of the Denver
Alumni Roadshow gathering.
Through each immersion experience, they have gained
layers of appreciation for the tireless commitment of the Board,
faculty, staff and administration whose promise to the students
of today - the majority of whom will cross the threshold into the
school’s 50th year in 2020 - is the same as their commitment to
the students who will celebrate its 100th. Everyone is all in.
Never did the Paulks imagine how profoundly impactful
Providence Day would be for each of them. Opportunities to
relocate have come up in the last decade, but moving is out
of the question. At least, not while Ethan’s at PD. In their
own words, “We are in love with this school. It’s close to our
hearts. It’s home for all of us. Ethan’s made friends for life,
and so have we.”
Their journey has been rich and their gratitude runs deep.
Shawn and Kimberly Paulk are supporters of the Charging
Forward comprehensive campaign.
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The

Philosophy
of

Physics

S

ome academic departments and clubs naturally
exist in the spotlight - Theatre, Music, Athletics,
Model UN, and Students of Service as examples.
Others hum along in what may seem like the background
creating awe-inspiring moments, award-winning ideas
and wonder-filled revelations that influence students for
the rest of their academic lives and perhaps their careers.
Chris Mullis ’90 was one such influenced student.
The school’s first alumnus to serve as Chair of the
Board of Trustees, Mullis attributes his pursuit of
astrophysics and success as a member of the global
scientific community to a field trip he participated in as
a seventh grader. Led by Middle School science teacher
Bentha Johnson, this field trip to the Observatory of the
Charlotte Amateur Astronomers Club may have been an
ordinary jaunt for some students, but for Mullis it was
extraordinary - literally life changing.
Though today’s Physics Department team is different
from the one on campus during Mullis’ time as a student,
what fuels the underlying current among the faculty is
the same: passion.

FALLING IN LOVE WITH PHYSICS
Providence Day’s Physics Department consists of John
Makous, Ph.D., Brian Ludwig and Jennifer Haney.
While none had an apple-on-the-head moment that
propelled them into teaching Physics, each have had a
lifelong love affair with science. When their academic
or career paths collided head on with Physics, they were
each hooked for life.
Makous was the first to envision a future in Physics.
His AP Physics class in high school was taught by
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such a stellar teacher that he began pursuing the subject as a college
freshman and went on to earn his BS from Penn State and his
doctorate in Experimental Physics from University of Arizona.
Makous is such a nationally-respected Physics authority that he not
only reads AP exams but also writes questions for the College Board.
Ludwig’s path was a little less direct. In high school, it was English
and Chemistry teachers who instilled his general love for learning.
The nonfiction accounts as well as the fantastic stories from the likes
of Carl Sagan, Jacques Cousteau, and Stephen Jay Gould, in concert
with veritable courses in college, kept him locked in the science
groove. Having earned his BS from Kent State and MS from Nova
Southeastern, Ludwig pursued physics because it was intimidating.
He enjoyed the challenge Physics presented and ultimately overcame
his fear and turned it into passion.
Haney’s journey began on a Chemistry trajectory in high school
and shifted to Engineering in college. After earning her BS from
Georgia Tech and her MS from Georgia State, she taught high school
Chemistry. It was fulfilling, but not nearly as much as the Physics
course she was asked to substitute for during a faculty vacancy.
Haney was so enamored that she pivoted completely, not only trading
in her Chemistry curriculum but also switching schools in order to
take on a full-time Physics position.

10 years ago. Now also in his 27th year of teaching, Ludwig cites
Providence Day as being the most progressive and foresighted
school of his career.
A testament to the quality of the School’s faculty, Haney’s 15 years
in the classroom make her the department’s neophyte. A member of
the PDS community since 2015, Haney was drawn to Providence Day
after learning of the school’s small class sizes, consideration given
for teacher planning time, and commitment to faculty professional
development.
Together, they have nearly 70 years in combined time in the
classroom, more than 40 at PDS alone. When individually asked
what keeps them at Providence Day, they each respond in the same
way: the people. The synergy between them, the professionalism
of their science department peers, the support of school leadership,
and the curiosity and enthusiasm of their students creates a learning
environment like no other they have experienced.

FINDING A HOME AT PDS
In 1992, Makous was invited to consider the opportunity to begin
an AP Physics program at Providence Day. With his enthusiasm
high and the demand for faculty at the college level low, he elected to
try his hand at teaching high school. And he has never looked back.
Twenty-seven years later, he is still bringing new energy, big ideas
and exciting opportunities to campus.
After teaching in Honduras out of college and then private
schools in New Jersey and Florida, Ludwig found a home at PDS
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IT’S NOT WHAT YOU KNOW,
IT’S WHAT YOU KNOW NOT
Providence Day’s commitment to developing lifelong learners applies
not only to the student body but also to the school’s faculty.
As a continually evolving subject, physics requires educators to be
immersed in Physics Education Research, the study of how the field
is best learned and how to improve the quality of its instruction.
Institutional support of their professional development has been
enriching, energizing and empowering for all three educators. Each
Summer, one, two or all three have attended various conferences or
have sought opportunities to refine and advance skills and expertise
in subject matter.
The Green Bank Observatory located in the National Radio Quiet
Zone in West Virginia has been the backdrop of much of Makous’
professional development, and a tremendous learning environment
for his AP Physics students, since 2003. After a multi-day excursion
to the mountains spending every waking moment conducting
research and interacting with a telescope 40 feet in diameter, the
students returned to campus with a new appreciation for Astronomy
and Physics. Several have pursued Radio Astronomy in college as a
result of their Green Bank experience.
In 2016 and again in 2017, Makous spent six weeks in West
Virginia as part of a Research Experience for Teachers initiative
funded by the National Science Foundation called Digital Signal
Processing in Radio Astronomy (DSPIRA). It was during these
immersive experiences - which Makous refers to as the most
beneficial professional development of his career - that he learned
how to use a Horn Antenna Radio Telescope, saw that he could teach
his students back home to build one, and how to embed the process
into his AP Physics curriculum.

BRINGING BEST PRACTICES
INTO THE CLASSROOM
Each of the Providence Day’s Physics teachers bring their own flair to
the classroom. Makous is notorious for his use of puns; Ludwig has
a penchant for making restaurant analogies to explain concepts; and
Haney rocks her Physics shoes every Friday for Spirit Day. When it
comes to pedagogy, though, they all prescribe to the same school of
thought, and it creates incredible synergy between them.
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Three particular philosophical approaches stand out:
Modeling. Makous, Ludwig and Haney are staunch believers of
the modeling approach to not only teaching but also to learning.
An approach that creates space for learning through minds-in
observation and hands-on doing, modeling is a key strategy in each of
their classrooms as well as in their own professional development.
Homework. Work done outside of the classroom should help
students independently practice concepts and provide an opportunity
for personal feedback. Homework should serve to shorten the
learning curve and should not be assessed for a grade; grading should
be reserved for tests and exams. To bolster self-efficacy, students need
to grow and benefit from their effort.
Technology. Even in 2018, the most important tools in the
Physics classroom are the stopwatch and measuring stick. There is
an enormous amount of sophisticated tech that augments classroom
instruction - high-speed cameras, robots, graphing apps (including
one developed by Makous) - but there is also an overabundance of
tech that is hindering concrete learning. Students are at a disservice
if armed only with tools that will “magically” generate information.
Most powerful of all is good old-fashioned critical thinking.
Something else that stands out about Makous, Ludwig and Haney
is that they see themselves as students too. Their formal education,
professional appointments and life experiences make them older
and wiser than their students, but certainly not preeminent. They
view their relationship with their students as reciprocal. Each has
something to teach and a valuable contribution to share.
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Eyes on the Sky
Dr. John Makous has long had a fascination with the sky, which makes him both a keen astronomer
and an engaging teacher.
Makous’ work at the Green Bank Observatory in West Virginia has been instrumental in his own growth
and development and impactful for his students as well. Inspired by the experience, he learned how
to construct a Horn Antenna Radio Telescope, which is used to map the Milky Way’s galactic arms
via radio wave emission from neutral hydrogen. This semester, Makous facilitated a build with his AP
Physics students and in October invited his students as well as Board Chair Dr. Chris Mullis ’90 to
the roof of the Academic Center to see the telescope in action. The opportunity to participate in “real
science” is enriching for students and faculty alike, and doing it together is particularly energizing.
“I thought our experience with the Horn telescope was really cool,” remarked senior Justine Cronk ’19.
“It’s crazy that we can map the hydrogen in our galaxy from our school’s rooftop. I hope that more
students can have this opportunity in the future.”
Mullis lauds the telescope project as an illustration of both the passionate commitment of Providence
Day faculty, as well as their dedication to creating unique experiences for our kids. “This is a technical
achievement,” he excitedly explains. To have radio astronomy taught on the PD campus—let alone a
telescope constructed by one of our own teachers and used by students to collect data—is non trivial.
“Only the most advanced undergraduate campuses can offer something like this,” Mullis remarks.
Using the Horn radio telescope, students learn how to directly measure the rotational speed of the
Milky Way. In doing so, they can deduce both the construction and dynamics of the spiral galaxy we
call home. “Our students are literally seeing the universe in a different light,” Mullis says, “and it’s a
wonderful reminder of the beauty of a cosmos that is both complex and discernable.”
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s a cross country runner at The University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill, Elyse Kopecky ’00 had no idea
that one day she would land on The New York Times best
sellers list with one of her fellow Tar Heels. Instead, she accepted
a marketing position at Nike in Oregon, intending to immerse
herself in corporate life.
Though that first job grew to a successful career that took her
around the world, Kopecky discovered a passion for cooking that
fueled her interest in not only global culinary innovation, but also
in how diverse, nutritious foods could support the lifestyle of a
successful athlete.
Boldly, she opted for an enormous career change. Recalls
Kopecky, “After working for 10 years in digital marketing at
Nike and EA Sports, I decided to take off six months and went
to a culinary nutrition school in New York City to get my Chef’s
Training Certificate.”
This lightbulb moment occurred at the home of Shalane
Flanagan, Kopecky’s former Chapel Hill teammate, Olympic
runner, and old friend. Together, between laughs and bites of
bison burger, the conversation turned toward food, and the
nourishment that Flanagan was struggling to fit in with her
training regime.
Fast forward, and this inviting scene is warmly recounted in the
introduction to their best selling cookbook Run Fast. Eat Slow.
For Kopecky and Flanagan, the creative process is a true team
effort, as Kopecky designs recipes that are then tried and tested by
Flanagan. Refreshingly, their work focuses on nourishment rather
than deprivation, an ethos that cuts through many of the damaging
diets aimed at athletes, particularly female ones.
Kopecky shared her inspiration for writing the cookbook with
the Providence Day community in November 2016, when she and
Flanagan traveled to Charlotte for a public talk and book signing
on campus. Earlier in the day, the duo visited McAlpine Creek
Park for a casual 5K jog with area high school students and local
running enthusiasts. For Kopecky, it was a trip down memory
lane, returning to PD's home course where she ended her Charger
career by winning an individual cross country State title in 1999
under Coach Gil Murdock. To this day, she remains #2 on the AllTime list for PDS runners; her record stood from 1997 to 2013.
Despite the commercial success of Run Fast. Eat Slow. and its
sequel Run Fast. Cook Fast. Eat Slow., when it comes to measuring
their impact, the proof is in the low-sugar pudding. Kopecky
has remained healthy and active through pregnancy and early
motherhood, and Flanagan went on to win the New York City
marathon in 2017.
Says Kopecky, “When Shalane and I started this process, we
were afraid that no one would want to publish our book. We never
imagined that both of our cookbooks would make The New York
Times best sellers list, be translated into multiple languages, and
inspire thousands of runners around the world.”
In the spirit of this togetherness, Kopecky is now working to
deepen this shared experience. “I’m using my digital marketing
background to build out a website to keep people inspired with

new content, community, recipes and eventually live stream
cooking/nutrition classes.”
As her readership and runnership grows, Kopecky is constantly
expanding her knowledge base to continue to incorporate nutrition
science into her work. “I’m fascinated by all the emerging science
around digestion and building a healthy microbiome. If someone
is eating healthy but their digestion isn’t great from inflammation
or other issues, their health can be seriously compromised.”
Fans of Run Fast. Eat Slow. will be pleased to learn that there’s
still more to come, promises Kopecky. “We’ve also started a new
top secret smaller book project that I’m really excited to work on
with Shalane.”
If this enticing prospect seems too far away, fear not. Kopecky
has kindly provided a recipe for her fellow Chargers to try at
home. Why not invite a friend over to share it with you? Who
knows what you might dream up.

Thai Quinoa Salad
from Run Fast. Cook Fast. Eat Slow.
1 cup quinoa, rinsed and drained
2 cups grated carrots (about 2 large)
• 2 cups thinly sliced purple cabbage
• 3 green onions, white and green
parts sliced
• 1 cup packed mint leaves, chopped
(cilantro works too)
• 1 cup packed basil leaves, chopped
• 1 jalapeño or serrano pepper, seeds
removed, minced (optional)
• ½ cup roasted peanuts, chopped
•
•

Dressing
¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
¹⁄³ cup fresh lime juice (2 to 3 limes)
• 2 tablespoons soy sauce or tamari
• 2 tablespoons honey (or maple syrup)
• 1 tablespoon fish sauce
•
•

Here is a foolproof method to cook quinoa: In a medium saucepan
over high heat, bring to a boil 1½ cups water and the quinoa.
Reduce the heat to low and simmer, covered, for 15 minutes or
until all the water has been absorbed. Transfer to a large salad
bowl, fluff with a fork, and set aside to cool.
Meanwhile, put the olive oil, lime juice, soy sauce or tamari, honey,
and fish sauce (if using) in a glass jar or bowl and stir to combine.
Once the quinoa is cool, add the carrots, cabbage, onion, mint,
basil, and pepper (if using) to the bowl and toss to combine.
Add the dressing and toss again. Taste and, if needed, add more
fish sauce or soy sauce.
Top with the peanuts. Chill in the fridge for at least 1 hour or until
ready to serve.
This salad will stay fresh in airtight glass containers in the fridge for
up to 5 days.
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t was 2003, and Ferren Gipson ’04 was finalizing her PDS
class schedule. “I was selecting classes for my senior year and
I had a slot open—AP Art History with Mr. Wallace was
available, and I signed up because I enjoyed World History. I figured
art history would be like studying history through pictures!”
Fast-forward to the present, and not only has Gipson earned
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Art History, she has now
entered into a new phase of her research. “I’ve just started my PhD
studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London. I did my MA there several years ago, and I’m back
for round two. I went back with the long-term aim of teaching art
history at university level.”
Notably, her research focused on modern Chinese art, a cultural
lens that sets her apart from more traditional academia. “I began
studying Chinese at PDS, so as I moved through my art studies,
I already had a strong interest in China. I ended up designing a
Chinese Studies minor for my undergrad, which helped me home
in on my art historical specialty. There is definitely a focus [in
academia] on European art, which I think made me rebel in my
studies and take non-Western art courses whenever I could.”
With her work rooted firmly in the present, Gipson is aware that
her lane of scholarly interest may, on the surface, seem antiquated.
“I think people underestimate the importance of studying art, but
strangely, people like Beyoncé and Ariana Grande may be doing
something to change that through their music videos.”
Indeed, Gipson’s work highlights this interaction between
erudite and mainstream expression. “What I learned from
studying subjects like Chicano and Indian art is that art is so
intimately connected to culture—art is really a reflection of the
times and culture in which it’s produced.”

WEB EXTRAS

I’m constantly thinking about
ways to get younger and more
ethnically diverse audiences interested
in engaging with art.
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ArtMatters Podcast
https://artuk.org/about/art-matters

GIFs
https://giphy.com/artukdotorg

Wisely, Gipson has fashioned a niche that allows her to
bring her expertise to younger generations and to explore this
intersection between art and pop culture. As Art UK’s Social
Media Manager, Gipson has created both GIFs (animated
pictures) from classic paintings and a podcast called “ArtMatters.”
Both projects have been labelled “subversive” by consumers
with more conventional sensibilities. “There’s a lot of discussion
around moving away from the old ‘gatekeepers’ in the art world
and how they’ve been an impediment to a diversity of ideas and
people,” she explains. “This desire to see change is fairly recent
and pretty exciting.”
Fittingly, Gipson finds inspiration in the greener members of
her following. “I’m constantly thinking about ways to get younger
and more ethnically diverse audiences interested in engaging with
art,” she says. “The older I get, I feel like I’m asking things like
‘what are the kids into these days?’ but I guess that’s a fact of life!”
Notwithstanding her efforts to keep up with youth culture,
Gipson is uniquely poised to usher in the next era of historians.
“As I was coming into the field, I wasn’t aware of anyone I
could look to as a role model. I’d love to see that change for the
generations behind me that are interested in working in museums
or becoming art scholars.”
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Now, as the Senior Editor at Wheelhouse Media, a creative studio
in Charlotte, Schlenker is able to use this passion for storytelling
to work one-on-one with companies and nonprofits to achieve
results. “I really do enjoy the entire creative process, from sitting
down with a client and asking ‘what do you want to communicate,
and who do you want to communicate it to?’ and then determining
the best ways to get that point across. Then, it’s about finding out
how to make that story arc connect on an emotional level with
people in a way that drives some kind of response.”
In discussing his process, Schlenker describes his work at
Wheelhouse Media as an exhilarating team effort wherein he both
collaborates with his peers while focusing on his specialty as a visual
communicator to construct an optimal narrative for a project.
“I’m given a hard drive of footage and I have to tell the best
possible story from that content. It’s like putting a puzzle together
and you don’t know what the final image is going to look like or
sound like. It can be really hard, but I think that challenging aspect
is what keeps me going forward.”

W

hen Eric Schlenker ’99 looks back on his career in
video production and digital communication, he credits
his dad for encouraging him to pursue his passions.
“My dad always told me ‘Do what you love and love what you do.’
Early on that seems like an impossible thing, but I’ve been fortunate
enough to have been able to follow my passions and make a living.”
Indeed, Schlenker’s passions and willingness to explore his
creative potential have since taken him far and wide. As a staff
member of a Christian college ministry, he travelled to Kentucky,
California, and Russia before landing at the headquarters in
Orlando. “It was an internship and they gave me a list of all these
different jobs that I could sign up for, and video production and
graphic design was something that I had always been interested in.”

Looking ahead, Schlenker’s experience has taught him to anticipate
change and opportunity within the technology available for his field.
“It’s wild to see how much this technology has exploded in this
decade, and to not know what the next five, ten years is going to bring.
It’s so fun being right there on the cutting edge of that industry.”
It’s this unknown that keeps him moving forward, and this
seasoned storyteller knows as well as anyone that his tale is far
from finished. “I still don’t know where I’m going to end up, but
it’s fun to follow the breadcrumbs along the way. If anything—I’ve
followed my passions throughout the entire journey.”

Build Your Dreams Video
http://bit.ly/PDSasquatch
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From this serendipitous opportunity, Schlenker’s next projects
came from multiple churches in Charlotte, where his roles
ranged from large-scale Art Director to more focused work as the
head of video production. “That was a great step in my career
because now instead of doing everything I could just focus in on
one aspect: storytelling.”

For Schlenker, inspiration within this challenge is found first and
foremost not in the visual, but in the audio. “Music has always been
a huge inspiration for me. A lot of times when I hear music, I’ll see
imagery or I’ll feel strong emotions and those emotions are oftentimes
tied to imagery and that drive to express myself in that artistic way.”
Recently, he completed a one-minute hype reel for the Charlotte
Hornets that had him sifting through decades of footage to compile.
One of his more memorable projects was a commercial shoot that
involved NASCAR drivers Ryan Blaney, Paul Menard, and
Sasquatch. The sheer diversity of projects keeps him eager for more.
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Updates on Alumni
Near and Far

1993

Shelley (Miracle) Wilfong
became a member of the
Providence Day School Board
of Alumni in July.

ALUMNI ROADSHOWS
We traveled thousands of miles this past year
seeing our alumni all over the country!
Thank you for being a part of our roadshows
and join us in these cities next year.
Class of ’78—Thank you for
attending your 40-year class
reunion!

1983

Boston: April 9, 2019
New York City: April 10, 2019
Washington, DC: April 11, 2019
Atlanta: October 2019

1998
Class of ’93—Thank you for
attending your 25-year class
reunion!

1996
Class of ’98—Thank you for
attending your 20-year class
reunion!

Want to add your city to the Alumni Roadshow?
Contact Steve Bondurant ’98 at 704-887-6039
or steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.

1988

23

1999

1992

Class of ’83—Thank you for
attending your 35-year class
reunion!

Class of ’88—Thank you for
attending your 30-year class
reunion!

1997

Shawn Smith is the general
manager for the Lowell
Spinners, a Class A affiliate of
the Boston Red Sox
organization. Shawn’s
daughters, Lauren and
Reagan, also work for the
Spinners. They attended the
2018 World Series this
October and are celebrating
the ninth title for the Red Sox.

Zach Myers is now the
director of sales for national
accounts at Solaris Paper, a
towel and tissue manufacturer
focused around rapidly
renewable fiber, in Cumming,
GA. In his first year, the
company was honored with
the Excellence in Sales Support
award by Interline Brands.

Chinyere Harris recently
completed her second Master’s
Degree in Curriculum and
Teaching at Teachers College,
Columbia University. She will
continue on to complete her
Doctoral Studies in
Curriculum & Teaching at
Teachers College, Columbia
University. Chinyere and her
husband split their time
between Charlotte and
Manhattan.

Amie (Williams) Caudle
welcomed a son, Colson
William Caudle, on July 25,
2018. He joins his older sister
Emerson (2). Amie has also
been recently hired as the
Innovation Coach for
Rowan-Salisbury Schools,
where she leads the district in
creating and implementing
unique and creative professional
development on blended and
personalized learning.
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Tukuli Hall is a domestic
and international customer
service representative at
Polydeck Screen Corporation
in Greenville, S.C.

Leslie (Capper) Cossor is the
middle school theatre teacher
at Davidson Day School in
Davidson, N.C.

2002

Visit the Alumni Parents’ Portal at
ProvidenceDay.org/AlumniParent!
Update your contact information and
connect with other alumni parents using
the Alumni Parent Directory, and find
information relevant to you as an alumni
parent including upcoming events.

Katie Hubicki-Hamilton
married Malcolm Hamilton on
October 13, 2018 at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in
Charlotte, N.C. They met four
years ago while contra dancing
locally. The couple will remain
in Charlotte where Katie
continues to run her family’s
environmental consulting firm,
Get the Lead Out.

2001

Karen (Marchetti) Branson
and husband John welcomed
their son, Richard Fitzgerald
“Fitz” Branson, on July 2,
2018. He joins his older sister
Annabelle (4).

If you have not received login
information, contact the Institutional
Advancement Office at 704-887-7058.

Debbie (Hyde) Ricks became
a member of the Providence
Day School Board of Alumni
in July.

2003
Carly (Malarz) Baucom and
husband Ryan welcomed their
second daughter, Riley James,
on September 7, 2018. She
joins her older sister Lily (2).

Trevor Cherry became
engaged to Catherine Mason
on January 8, 2018 in Disney
World before running the Walt
Disney World marathon. The
wedding date is set for January
26, 2019.

Class of ’03—Thank you for
attending your 15-year class
reunion!

Erin (Reading) Ray and
husband Jonathan welcomed
their son, Jackson Thomas
Ray, on May 24, 2018.

Alex Wellman and wife Renee
welcomed their son, Conner
Everett Wellman, on
September 20, 2018.

2004

Gail (Johnson) Fischer and
husband Tim welcomed their
daughter, Evelyn Kate, on
August 26, 2018. She weighed
8 pounds 4 ounces and was
20.5 inches tall. Evelyn joins
her older brother Wes (3).

Katie Kirkland is the director
of International Education
at Northwood University in
Midland, Mich.

Amanda Golmont became a
member of the Providence
Day School Board of Alumni
in July.
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John McLamb and wife
Jennifer welcomed their son,
Mitchell Munn McLamb, on
May 24, 2018.

Brooks (Pope) Miller and
husband Chris welcomed their
son, Henry James Miller, on
May 24, 2018.

Save the Dates for these upcoming
Alumni and Alumni Parent events
Men’s and Women’s Basketball
Alumni Reunion
Red Rocks Café
December 21, 2018
Game at 7:00pm, event to follow
Soccer Alumni Game
Overcash Stadium
December 29, 2018 • 2:00–4:00pm
Young Alumni College Luncheon
Fine Arts Foyer
January 7, 2019 • 12:30pm
Alumni & Alumni Parent Reception
Head of School Residence
February 1, 2019 • 5:00–6:30pm
More details to follow. Questions?
Contact Steve Bondurant ’98 at 704-887-6039
or steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.

25

Katie (O’Toole) Waynick
and husband Josh welcomed
their daughter, Eleanor
“Nora” Marian Waynick, on
July 13, 2018. Nora joins big
brother Lucas (4).

2005

Jamie McGinnis married
Jordan Myers on April 28,
2018 at the Aldridge Gardens
in Hoover, Ala. PDS alumni in
attendance were Timothy
McGinnis ’08, Mike
Thompson, Christopher
Thompson, Whitney (Fogle)
Lewis, Max Ballenger, Sadie
(Orlowski) Kraus, and Dave
Friedman ’06.
Avery (Blackwell) Northrop
is a second grade lead teacher
in the Lower School at
Providence Day.

Updates on Alumni
Near and Far

Jessica Reynolds is an artist
living in the Greenville, S.C.
area. Her art has been shown
and sold throughout the
southeast including The Art
Cellar in Greenville, S.C.

John Watkins and wife Sarah
welcomed their son, Wells
Stuart Watkins, on September
5, 2018.

Chris Zachodski and wife
Lindsay welcomed their son,
John Christopher Zachodski,
on July 25, 2018.

2007

Kimberly Garner married
Sam Ward on March 3, 2018 at
Corolla Park in the Outer
Banks, N.C. They met while
attending UNC-Chapel Hill
and now live in the Triangle
area after years of living all
over the country.
Edie Wellman is a teaching
assistant in the Lower School
at Providence Day.
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Save the Date!
October 4–5, 2019
Aaron Zucker and wife
Lawrence welcomed their
daughter, Sophie Rose, on
April 12, 2018 weighing 7
pounds 12 ounces.

#AlwaysACharger

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4th

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5th

Alumni Zone BBQ and
Varsity Football vs.
Christ School

The Charger Spirit Run
and On-Campus Activities
& Reunions for class years
ending in 4’s and 9’s

2008

Class of ’08—Thank you for
attending your 10-year class
reunion!

Katie Friedman is a senior
financial analyst at The New
York Times in New York, N.Y.
In this role, she tracks the
company’s financial results,
analyzes current revenue,
subscriber numbers, and other
key performance indicators.

Follow us on
social media
@PDSAlumni

Breanna (Weil) Fullman
married Shane Fullman on
January 27, 2018 at Briscoe
Manor in Richmond, Texas.
They now live in Austin,
Texas where Breanna is a
reliability engineer at ARMS
Reliability, a global
engineering consulting
company. She works with
different customers to build
equipment models which they
then use to design optimized
maintenance strategies.

Rebecca Gerger was
promoted to an academic
research assistant at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC)
Herzliya in Herzliya, Israel
where she conducts research
for a pending academic
publication exploring
American Universities in
the Arab Gulf States. In
addition to this role, she is
also a CrossFit instructor at
CrossFit Ra’anana and works
in business development
for Graduway, an alumni
engagement platform
provider.

Patrick McDonagh married
Emily Crowder on May
26,2018 in Durham, N.C.
PDS alumni in attendance
were Marie Crowder ’03,
Kelsey Cannon, Erin Brown,
Abby Arrowood, Chris
McDonagh ’11, Julie Cannon
’10, David Kuntzman, Kelsey
Watterworth, Sadie Ellison,
Michael Robinson, Garrett
Ellison ’09, Greg McDonagh
’13, Drew Hudson, and
Virginia Crowder ’05.

Johanna (Huddle) Scogin
married Rob Scogin on
September 8, 2018 at Smith
Mountain Lake in
Huddleston, Va.

Jack Spencer married Anne
Sauvain on April 7, 2018 at
Round Hill in Montego Bay,
Jamaica.
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2010

Alumni — Join
PD Connect today!
FEATURES INCLUDE:
• Alumni Directory
• Upcoming Events and Registrations
• Job and Internship Postings
• Mentorship Opportunities
• Alumni News and Updates
• And Much More!

Sign up today for free at
Alumni.ProvidenceDay.org
Questions? Contact Steve Bondurant ’98
at 704-887-6039 or steve.bondurant@ProvidenceDay.org

2009

Ryan Conrad married Mady
Scully on October 20, 2018 at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral with the
reception at Byron’s South End
in Charlotte, N.C. PDS
alumni in attendance were
Saxby Morehead, Gary Scott,
Spencer Patrick, Kathryn
(Kirby) Rice, Hillary (Jones)
Ash, and Branden Conrad
’04. Other PD staff in
attendance were Lee Taylor
and boys’ basketball coaches
Brian Field ’94, Jonathan
McIntyre, and Michael Boyer.

27

Olivia Hostetter is a
second-year resident physician
OB/GYN practicing at Wake
Forest Baptist Health in
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Mallory Huffstetler is a
neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) nurse at Children’s
Hospital of Atlanta and has
just been accepted to the
UPenn Master of Applied
Positive Psychology (MAPP)
program.

Michael Nole is a senior
geosciences engineer at Sandia
National Laboratories in
Albuquerque, N.M. His
primary role is as a software
developer for Sandia’s open
source, massively parallel
reactive fluid flow and
transport simulation software.
He’s also involved in the lab’s
Arctic security initiative, using
machine learning to generate
maps of seafloor physical
properties in the Arctic circle.

Kathryn (Kirby) Rice
married Adger Rice on June 9,
2018 at Myers Park United
Methodist Church in
Charlotte, N.C.

Gary Scott became engaged to
Katherine Rush ’11 on July 2,
2018 at Duck Harbor Beach in
Wellfleet, Mass.

Kristine Sowers is the
editorial lead at Abridge
News, a platform engaging
users with a balanced set of
opinions on trending news
stories, in Boston, Mass.
Kristine was also accepted into
a media and journalism
fellowship program providing
financial support, industry
connections, and formal
journalism training.

Alex Adcock married Leslie
Ruffing on June 2, 2018 at
Overbrook Presbyterian
Church in Gaffney, S.C.
Michael Starr was a
groomsman in the wedding.

John Banks married Kristen
Bailey on September 29, 2018
at the Mansion at Natirar in
Peapack-Gladstone, N.J. PDS
alumni in attendance were
Donny Banks ’02, James
Dunville, Jacob Conger,
Russell Bowers, Caroline
(Conner) Bowers, and Zach
Krasner.
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EACH GIFT, EVERY YEAR,
MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Alexis Berman became
engaged to Hunter Trotman
on July 2, 2017 when he
surprised her with a beach
proposal in Hilton Head, S.C.
They plan to get married May
11, 2019 at The Watson House
in Emerald Isle, N.C.

Michael Greshko married
Jaclyn Roeing on September 8,
2018 at the Carnegie
Institution for Science in
Washington, D.C.

Matt Metzger married Becca
Horgan on October 27, 2018
at The Design Center Atrium
with the reception at Byron’s
South End in Charlotte, N.C.
PDS alumni in attendance
were James Dunville, Katie
Metzger ’12, Sarah Grace
Woolley, Logan Huffstetler,
Foster Massengill, Caroline
(Conner) Bowers, Russell
Bowers, Kelly Dunville,
Molly Snyder, Josh Conger,
and Jacob Conger.

Mary Virginia (Hahn)
Rockwell married Stephen
Rockwell on June 2, 2018 at
Cloverleaf Farm in
Arnoldsville, Ga. PDS alumni
in attendance were siblings
Rebecca (Hahn) Flammia ’04,
Davis Hahn ’06, Jessie
Hahn ’09 and Steve Zande ’06.
Also in attendance were
Jocelyn Ruark ’09, Allie
Ruark, Julie Cannon, Kelsey
Sneed, and Kimberly
McAllister.

Mason Sklut edited Full Scale
Productions’ first
documentary, “Jewish
American Soldiers: Stories
from WWII,” which recently
premiered on PBS.

Charger alumni continue to leave
their mark on Providence Day through
annual philanthropic support. Consider
giving to an area of campus that was
meaningful to you as a student or
in honor of your favorite teacher.
To make your gift, visit
www.ProvidenceDay.org/AlumniGift.

2011
Molly Snyder became engaged
to Jeff Stetler on September 2,
2018 at Freedom Park in
Charlotte, N.C. They plan to
get married on September 7,
2019 in Charlotte, N.C.
David Bailey is the digital
media coordinator at Vert
Digital in Atlanta, Ga.
Rebecca Carr lives in Los
Angeles and is a costume
designer for “American
Horror Story: Apocalypse,”
a television series on FX.

John Grainger has accepted
a civilian position with the
Department of Defense at
Joint Base Pearl HarborHickam in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Karen Johnson is now the
human resources technology
analyst with the Atlanta
Hawks in Atlanta, Ga. In this
new role, she oversees all HR
systems and technology for the
organization.
Steven Starr is in his first
semester of the Accelerated
Bachelors of Science in
Nursing at Emory University,
a 15-month program that
is also a part of the Veterans
Affairs Nursing Academic
Partnership. His ambition is
to work at the VA, ideally in
the community health setting,
with emphasis on mental
health, primary care, and
homelessness health.
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Michael Lucia graduated
last year from Vanderbilt
University with a degree
in Electrical Engineering
and Mathematics. He now
works at Lockheed Martin in
Marietta, Ga.

Will Walton became a
member of the Providence
Day School Board of Alumni
in July.
Nia Wylie was recently
promoted to senior assurance
associate at Dixon Hughes
Goodman in Charlotte, N.C.

2012

Tiffany Mitchell was
highlighted and on the cover of
“Sportswire Magazine” and
was one of 16 finalists for the
USA Basketball Women’s
National Team.
Emily Stewart is in her third
and final year of law school at
UVA. This semester, she is
also doing an externship at the
Office of the Legal Adviser at
the State Department in the
Office of Diplomatic Law and
Litigation and the Office of
United Nations Affairs.

Stephanie Davis is the
assistant athletic trainer at
Providence Day this fall. She
manages the healthcare of
student-athletes including
evaluating injuries, developing
rehab programs, managing
physician protocols, and
designing injury prevention
programs.
Guille Henegar is the
advancement associate for
fundraising and constituent
relations at The Potomac
School in McLean, Va.

Nicole Copsis is the Chief
Storyteller at SHARE
Charlotte. She is involved with
the communication efforts and
content distribution for the
organization telling the stories
of all 400+ organizations that
it serves.

29

Class of ’13—Thank you for
attending your 5-year class
reunion!
John Carrick was recently
promoted to senior credit
analyst at United Bank in
Washington, D.C.

Samantha Light graduated
valedictorian of her class at
Belmont Abbey College in
2017. She is now in her first
year of medical school at
Tulane University School of
Medicine in New Orleans, La.

Caroline Yevak is an
investment banking analyst at
JP Morgan in New York, N.Y.

2015
Julia Burke was an intern
at AccruePartners this past
summer in Charlotte, N.C.

Sarah Whelan is the
development coordinator in
the Gift Administration
department at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston,
Mass.

2014

2013
Tucker Albert is an associate
at Great Hill Partners in
Boston, Mass. In his role, he
originates, evaluates, and
manages growth investments
in software and financial
technology companies.

Matthew Wicker will
be starting the DPhil in
Philosophy PhD program at
the University of Oxford.

Charlotte Downing is a
teacher at REACH Academy
in Oakland, Calif. through
Teach For America.
Kevin Gregor is a Cloud
application developer at
Adobe in San Francisco, Calif.

Emma Burri is a vice chair for
the University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill Honor
Court. She is primarily
responsible for leading
deliberations of court
members, facilitating student
judicial governance on
campus, and considering the
interests of the larger
community as well as students
within the system.
Nicole Framm is the
associate creative director at
TNH Agency at Syracuse
University, the largest studentrun advertising agency in the
nation.
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2016

Brittany Halberstadt was an
intern this past summer in the
Membership and Professional
Development department at
the Broadway League in New
York, N.Y. During her
internship, she worked on the
League/ATPAM Diversity
and Inclusion initiative, took
part in over 20 theatrical
performances, and attended
the Tony Awards.

Alex Heintze was the 2017-18
Stapleton Award recipient at
Georgetown University. He
also published his first book
“The Generation Z
Entrepreneur” by New Degree
Press in April. The book
teaches young people key
principles to help fast forward
their careers adopting an
entrepreneur mindset.

Established by the Office of Institutional
Advancement, PD NetWORK engages various
constituencies of the Providence Day community
to provide internship and mentorship opportunities
in a range of industries for our alumni to
develop their professional experience.

We are currently looking to establish
2019 summer internship opportunities!
For more information or questions about
establishing an internship opportunity with
PD NetWORK, please contact Lynette Allison
at Lynette.Allison@providenceday.org
or 704-887-7056.

Sara Nason was promoted to
Head of Consumer Innovation
and Engagement at Charity
Navigator in New York, N.Y.
She is responsible for all
marketing, press, strategic
partnerships, data, analytics,
as well as their API and app.
In addition to this, Sara has
started her own marketing and
digital strategy company called
Nantahala Strategies, LLC
where she is the Founder and
CEO.

Lucie Smul is a digital
intern at Baltimore magazine
in Baltimore, Md. She
brainstorms content for
the website, researches and
fact-checks stories, and
writes weekly articles creating
compelling pieces to engage
the magazine’s readership.
Lucie is currently a senior at
Johns Hopkins University
studying Writing Seminars
and Political Science.
Will Stewart is graduating
this December with a degree in
finance from William & Mary
University. After graduation,
he will turn professional in
golf and attempt to qualify for
PGA Tour Canada in spring
2019.

2017

Izzy Gallant is the assistant
coach for Middle School
Basketball at Providence Day.
She will be coaching alongside
fellow alumnae Sarah Grace
Woolley ’10.
Rea Madan was promoted
to board treasurer of the PreDental Society at Georgetown
University.
Beatrice Keyzer-Pollard was
the marketing and technology
intern at BoneDry Living
in Boston, Mass. this past
summer. She conducted
a marketing analysis and
then created a marketing
strategy that the company
could implement. She will be
studying abroad next semester
in Berlin, Germany to broaden
her academics beyond
business.

Grant Buchmiller was chosen
to be a “FutureBLUE” leader
at the University of Michigan.
He was one of one hundred
freshmen selected for this
honor in his Victors 2021 class
of 6,000 students. This past
summer, he was a finance and
accounting research associate
for AccruePartners in
Charlotte, N.C. He conducted
candidate interviews, drafted
profile submittals, and
presented candidate profiles to
senior recruiters for client
presentations.

Kyra Swartz became engaged
to Joshua Ganezer at the end
of June after dating for two
years. They plan to get married
in Fall 2020.
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Mark your calendars for

GLOBAL WEEK 2019
Global Health
Innovations
April 1–5, 2019
Don’t miss speakers, interactive
student activities, games, projects,
a tech fair, and the cultural
maze to cap off the week!

Hit the links with the
Presented by:

Save-the-Dates
nd
22nd
Annual Alumni
Alumni Spring
Spring Classic
Classic Golf
Golf Tournament
Tournament
22
Annual
Cedarwood Country Club |• May
May 6,
6, 2019
2019
th Annual Charger Club Classic
6
6th
Annual Charger Club Classic
Location
Location TBD
TBD |• Fall
Fall 2019
2019

If you're interested in sponsoring or participating, please contact
Steve Bondurant ’98 at 704-887-6039 or steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.

"I HAVE A FEELI NG WE'RE
NOT I N KANSAS, ANYMORE . . ."
The All School musical “The Wizard of Oz” was performed in the McMahon
Fine Arts Center theater November 1-3. Featuring more than 100 cast and
crew members, including several faculty and staff, the iconic fairytale follows
the adventures of Dorothy (Maya Owens ’20), Scarecrow (Aidan Clements ’19),
Tin Man (Ethan Paulk ’21), and The Cowardly Lion (Chris Melton ’19) in the
Land of Oz and encounters with the Wicked Witch (Mitchell Berzack ’20).
At the Saturday matinee performance, several cast and crew of Providence
Day’s 2008 Wizard of Oz production returned for a 10-year reunion. In
attendance were Cameron Green ’08 (Dorothy), Michael Greshko ’10 (Tin
Man), Meredith Johnson ’08 (Wicked Witch), David Conlin ’17 (Ozian),
Lucy Stickler ’08 (Crew) and Rebecca Carr ’11 (Costumer).

