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“We are introducing a new way of thinking and are 
in the junior year of building a maker culture.”
— Matt Ricket, computer science teacher

Specialized skills in science, technology, 
education and mathematics (STEM) are 
considered crucial to a nation’s economic health. 

At Providence Day, the school embraces an 
integrated STEM curriculum that provides 
students with opportunities to create, 
collaborate and communicate in authentic, 
open-ended learning situations. 

“We want to present students with 
opportunities to think critically, to find 
problems and then solve them in creative 
and innovative ways,” said Derrick Willard, 
Assistant Head of School for Academic Affairs.

“We need spaces that cater to such work, 
places that allow for more active learning,” he 
said. “Think of graduates who can complete 
collaborative, interdisciplinary, project-based 
and research-driven work.”

In recent years, a number of spaces on campus 
have been added, repurposed or upgraded to 
accommodate such learning — spaces where 
the edges between disciplines are blurred 
to encourage experimentation, curation, 
storytelling, team work and celebration.

These spaces include the Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) Cottage, a classroom 
intentionally designed for student-driven projects 
that foster talent and interest development; TK’s 
outdoor classroom, a cleverly-designed natural 
environment crafted for experiential learning and 
design; and the upstairs of the Thompson-Jones 
Library, which was revitalized as a mixed-use 
“learning commons” that invites and encourages 
active use.

More recently, the Makerspace, STEAM 
Workshop and King Library have been 
introduced as part of a larger vision to create an 
academic complex that cultivates behaviors and 

skills necessary for success in the 21st century 
and beyond.

MAKERSPACE
Adorned with simple tools such as hammers, 
pliers and screwdrivers to complex ones such 
as 3D printers, software and electronics, 
the Makerspace is a “room dedicated to 
tinkering, designing, building, prototyping 
and fabricating,” said Matt Ricket, computer 
science teacher.

It is a unique space for 6th- to 12th-grade 
students to create, invent and apply their self-
directed learning to real-world problem solving 
— to design, prototype and then build their 
own solutions.

“The students’ hands-on nature, coupled 
with the tools and raw materials that support 
invention, provide the ultimate workshop for 
the tinkerer and the perfect educational space 
for individuals who learn best by doing,” said 
Ricket.

Students can learn a single skill, such as 
coding, soldering or woodcarving. They 
can build using supplies such as cardboard, 
plastic, metal, gears, wood and batteries. They 
can create with the assistance of computers, 
printers and microcontrol kits called Arduinos.

“Interaction among students and faculty 
fosters a highly-collaborative learning dynamic 
that is excellent for team efforts and for peer 
support, advice and assistance,” Ricket said. “It 
promotes multidisciplinary thinking and learning, 
enriching the projects built there as well as the 
value of the space as an educational venue.”

Among the students utilizing the 
Makerspace is Ricket’s Computer-Assisted 
Design (CAD) with 3D Printing class, a 

project-based learning course tasked with 
discovering solutions to real-world problems.

The fall 2015 class worked to help Reggie 
Clark ’87, a former professional football 
player, in the ideation and development of his 
proposed High Performance Healthcare Center 
of Charlotte (HPHCC) — a medical center, 
high-performing training center and family/
community center rolled into one. Students 
rendered a scale model of the HPHCC and 
style boards showing their design direction, 
enabling Clark to move his project forward.

The fall of 2016 class worked with Trevor 
Thomas, a blind professional long-distance 
hiker, to design a new handle and harness for 
his guide dog.

“They really took it to the next level and 
made actual working prototypes that with very 
little modification will be a final product that I 
can actually use,” said Thomas. “I couldn’t be 
more excited with the results.”  

The Makerspace began as an idea for an 
engineering project space for students, said 
Ricket, and over the last two years has grown 
into a workplace for students to supplement 
traditional learning methodologies and be 
introduced to alternative methods learning such 
as “Invent to Learn,” the engineering design 
process made famous by companies such as 
international design firm IDEO and NASA.

“We are introducing a new way of thinking 
and are in the junior year of building a maker 
culture,” said Ricket.

STEAM WORKSHOP
Various pieces and parts go into the STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
Math) Workshop to be transformed — built, 

Spaces Foster Hands-On Creativity, Innovation and Success
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painted or reassembled — by students into 
remarkable, handcrafted works of art.

Built over summer 2016, the 430-square-
foot addition to the McMahon Fine Arts 
Center is a “meaningful and much-needed 
addition to our existing theater,” which “has 
been and will remain a space to foster creativity 
and relationships, to build self-esteem and to 
feed passions,” said Libby Tilson, Performing 
Arts chair.

The workshop is used primarily for set 
construction and tool storage under the 
direction of Jordan Ellis, technical theatre and 
stagecraft teacher.

“The students and I use the space to fabricate 
sets for each PDS show. It’s where the majority 
of our carpentry work happens,” he said.

“It allows our art students a safe place to 
learn the technical skills required to produce 
amazing works of performance art,” said 
Willard. “When you show up to see a play or 
musical, few people may appreciate the science, 
engineering, technology and math that has 
gone into the production to make it a success.”

Before the addition of the workshop, sets 
were built in the confined backstage area or on 
the stage itself. 

“We would have to move tools around, 
find a place to plug them in and work around 
rehearsals,” recalled Ellis. “Having the shop 
addition has given the students a place to call 
their own.”

The crafty students helped with the 
workshop’s layout and design, built their own 
worktables and currently assist with everyday 
maintenance.

In addition to set making, students have 
utilized the workshop to build corn hole boards 
for a Middle School tournament at Fall Fest 
and birdhouses to be donated as an Earth Day 
initiative.

Ellis noted that educational research proves 
the importance of incorporating innovative, 
hands-on experiences for students.

In technical theatre classes, students 
cumulate skills to demonstrate the creative, 
critical thinking, collaboration and problem-
solving abilities integral in helping theatre 

come to life, he said.
“In my classes as well as after-school crew 

calls, students actively participate in the area of 
scenic construction, scenic design, lighting for the 
stage, lighting design, sound for the stage, sound 
design, prop construction, prop design, costume 
construction and costume design,” said Ellis.

“Throughout the school year, they are 
exposed to and discover universal connections, 
especially in the areas of art, mathematics, the 
humanities and engineering,” he said.

KING LIBRARY
The Thompson-Jones Library’s King Library 
room, once an ordinary meeting room 
primarily utilized by faculty and staff, has been 
transformed into a significant instructional space 
boasting advanced technological capabilities.

“This space supports the brainstorming, 
strategic planning and solution development 
essential for students and faculty to innovate, 
as well as creates a unique, one-of-a-kind 
learning environment,” said Matt Scully, 
Digital Integration and Innovation director.

“It [STEAM Workshop] allows our art students a safe place 
to learn the technical skills required to produce amazing 
works of performance art.”
— Jordan Ellis, technical theatre and stagecraft teacher
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Renovations and upgrades made over 
summer 2016 include the unique combination 
of a state-of-the-art videoconferencing system, 
a SMALLab Learning system and a Nureva 
Span ideation system.

“We don’t know of any other places where 
the two technologies — SMALLab Learning 
and Nureva Span — have been paired,” noted 
Willard.

The changes have created a “space that 
can be used to enhance student learning 
by integrating technology to the classroom 
curriculum,” said Pam Heacock, Lower School 
innovative technology specialist.

“The space allows students to make 
observations or practice concepts in interactive 
ways that helps students grasp or remember the 
concepts,” she said.

SMALLab Learning is an embodied 
learning environment that blends the learning 
sciences and human-computer interaction. 
Motion-capture technology tracks students’ 
3D movements on a platform as they learn in 
an immersive, interactive space.

“It provides opportunities for collaboration 
to solve a problem or practice a concept,” 
said Heacock. “Students who learn better by 
moving and/or collaborating have the ideal 
learning environment.”

Almost every grade level has had the 
opportunity to use the SMALLab Learning 
in some capacity. Examples include Lower 
Schoolers working with numbers, Middle 
School theatre students creating character 
profiles for a play and Upper School biology 
students wanting to better study plant, animal 
and prokaryotic cell structures.

The Nureva Span ideation system transforms 
the room’s wall into a 20-foot, interactive 
workspace — a digital canvas that is projected 
onto the surface yet lives in the cloud. Students 
can draw, type and add other types of content 
onto the wall by touching it or via iPad or laptop.

The system has been utilized by Middle 
School Advanced Art students, who partnered 
with 3rd-graders to create collaborative 
drawings inspired by the art of Jacob Lawrence. 
Upper Schoolers also hosted an election night 

party to monitor side-by-side in real time the 
U.S. presidential election results via multiple 
news outlets as well as websites and social media.

The room’s videoconferencing setup 
includes two microphone arrays to provide 
full coverage of the space as well as remote-
controlled cameras.

Beginning with a Board of Alumni retreat 
in August 2016, the King Room was utilized 
approximately 100 times during the fall 
semester, with about 90 percent of the events 
utilizing at least one of the new technologies 
and more than 40 percent of the events being 
instructional use for students.

Plans are in the works to add a virtual reality 
setup, said Scully, that would “allow student 
groups to explore the world and simulations in 
an immersive environment.”  

WEB EXTRA
Watch a video about the CAD with 3D Printing class’ 
“Guiding Freedom” project at http://bit.ly/PDSGuide

feature
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In addition to the players and fans, there’s a new group of 
students popping up at Charger sporting events.

Members of the Providence Day Sports Network 
(PDSN), an Upper School club, are becoming an invaluable 
presence, serving as the Athletics program’s eyes, ears and 
voice in providing high quality coverage of the teams and 
other sporting events.

The club allows students with a passion for sports media 
to “learn and explore some of the basic fundamentals of game 
management, production and broadcasting,” said Ed Prisco, 
Athletics assistant and sports information director and club 
co-advisor.

Colleges are now offering degrees in sports 
communications, which include television and video 
production, radio and studio production, broadcasting, sports 
announcing and commentary, news writing and reporting.

PDSN provides opportunities for students to gain hands-
on experience in those skillsets. Club members learn how to 
record, edit and stream video; conduct interviews; write and 
edit news stories; and do live commentary and play-by-play 
announcing.

“It aligns with Providence Day’s mission of developing 
and inspiring a passion for learning in each of its students,” 
said Prisco.

12th-grader Will Campbell joined to pursue his passion 
for sports media and broadcasting. As a play-by-play 
analyst for the varsity basketball streams, his voice was 
heard weekly online by hundreds of followers.

“Through the club, I have had numerous opportunities 
to learn about the sports media world,” he said. “And I have 
learned the importance of professionalism, especially when 
live on the Internet.”

Among the skills learned, 11th-grader Berkley Cassell 
said he gained “the ability to adjust, take in different ideas 
and work as a team. I have also been able to develop better 
friendships because of working with different people over 
the course of a season.”

Development of a formalized sports management 
and broadcast club seemed a natural progression of the 
sports-related assistance already provided by students — 
such as game management (announcing games, working 
the scoreboard and clock) and, for the last two years, the 

Providence Day Sports 
Network Beams Charger 

Sports to Larger World

LIVE ON THE SCENE
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streaming of varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball games.
Interest in streaming has grown exponentially, said 

Prisco, not only from coaches and players, but others in the 
broader PDS community.

“We have heard from grandparents, parents, family 
members and alumni thanking us for streaming games 
because they were unable to attend, usually because they 
were out of town or the country,” said Prisco. “On some 
events we’ve had more than 2,000 viewers.”

Prisco wanted to expand the service into more of an 
ESPN-like operation, which he said included getting “more 
sophisticated” with their game streaming — two announcers 
instead of one, two cameras instead of one, more special 
effects, etc. The growth also would include player, coach 
and fan pre- and post-game interviews as well as 2-to 
3-minute promotionals to push via the PDS website and 
social media channels.

“The expansion of interviews with players and coaches 
could be extremely popular and increase our digital presence 
and viewership,” said Prisco.

The progress all lends assistance to the club’s secondary 
objective —helping maintain PDS’s leadership role over 
conference and state rivals as it relates to the athletics website 
experience, game streaming and social media utilization.

“The Providence Day Sports Network definitely keeps the 
school on the cutting edge when it comes to sports media,” 
said Will.

“This club allows PDS to stay heads and shoulders above 
other schools because no other school I can think of has this 
extensive use of Twitter and the ability to broadcast school 
sporting events live,” he said.

Supported by the Athletics office, Technology 
Department and Charger Club, Prisco said PDSN is part of 
an effort to ensure the streaming program will continue to 
mature and expand. And that “PDS will continue to take a 
leadership role in this new and exciting field,” he said.

Helping foster that success is Upper School math teacher 
Lee Taylor, the “Voice of the Chargers” whom students 
observe announcing during football and basketball games. 
Also involved is Jonathon Hoppe ’16, whom Prisco credits 
with being instrumental in the growth of the streaming 
initiative.

Hoppe started announcing at the basketball games as a 
freshman and became the main announcer when the fledgling 
“stream team” formed during his junior year.

“I frequently watch the tape of the state championship 
games I was able to call last spring,” he said. “It was a great 
feeling knowing the service we provided allowed fans who 
couldn’t make the trip up to watch the game.”

Now studying to become a professional sports 
broadcaster at S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications at Syracuse University, Hoppe stays in 
contact with Prisco and the club, offering suggestions and 
advice and critiques of their broadcasts.

He also avails himself of PDSN’s online efforts.
“The fact that I am able to watch Charger basketball in 

New York is crazy,” said Hoppe. “It helps me stay connected 
with the team and the school.”  

A Look at PDSN
The Providence Day Sports Network offers students the 
opportunity to gain real-life experience and insight into the 
areas of sports management, sports writing and broadcasting 
in addition to providing the PDS community with high quality 
coverage of its sports teams and other events.

Game Operation 
Student responsibilities include meeting 
with officials and coaches prior to game time 
to review pre-game ceremony, clock and 
scoreboard management, starting lineups and 
game time operation.

Announcing 
Students announce junior varsity and varsity 
athletic events, which includes welcoming 
scripts, starting lineups, promotional 
messages, basic game activity and game 
summary and closing remarks.

Advanced Announcing and Event Streaming 
Students endeavor to replicate an actual 
television broadcast and include play-by-play 
announcing, and coach and player interviews 
that are shared via the PDS website and social 
media channels.

Video Expansion and Editing
Students record, edit and upload videos of 
the sporting events to be shared via the PDS 
website and social media channels.

Event Production
Students are responsible for camera operation, 
sound systems, mixers, specific software and 
more relating to sporting and other events.

“The fact that I am able to watch Charger basketball in New York 
is crazy. It helps me stay connected with the team and the school.”
— Jonathon Hoppe ’16, alumnus  
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For Almost Two Decades, Sue Fitzgerald Has  
Helped Athletics to Grow and Succeed
Starting as an administrative assistant in 1998, Sue Fitzgerald’s responsibilities and influence have grown in  
tandem with PDS’s Athletics office.

Over the years as she became operations manager, an NIAA-certified athletic administrator and in 2013 associate  
athletics director, Fitzgerald’s experience, skills and focus have helped guide Charger Athletics along on its journey to 
becoming a championship-winning and record-breaking sports program.

What is your current role of Associate Director like? 

It varies on any given day, which makes working in 
Athletics always exciting. It involves assisting Director 
Nancy Beatty in various aspects of keeping our department 
‘running and humming.’ 

I specifically handle all team scheduling, games and 
practices. A typical year includes scheduling our 67 teams 
in about 900 home and away events and more than 2,300 
practices, very much like assembling a jigsaw puzzle but on 
a daily basis.

What were your early days in Athletics like? 

Wild, crazy and never dull! In an office that was about 
the size of a closet—with answering machines, antiquated 
computers and limited staff—we somehow made it work.

How has the Athletics program grown and evolved 
over the years? 

More teams, more student-athletes, more of everything. 
Our participation rate is great and we owe that to an 
amazing coaching staff and our Director of Athletics, who 
has a great vision for our future. 

We have a strong sense of community and family within 
our program and throughout the school.

Why has the Athletics program been so successful? 

We’ve had strong leadership at the athletic helm and from 
our Head of School. Our student-athletes and coaches are 
incredible. It’s not always reflected in the win/loss column 
either—it’s reflected in their spirit, passion and commitment 
exhibited throughout the years.

How does involvement in the Athletics program 
help student-athletes to be successful (in sports, in 
school, in life)? What skills do they gain? 

They learn to juggle and prioritize their daily lives. They 
learn to be part of a team and hopefully to win or lose with 
dignity and grace. It is an opportunity to learn to persevere 
under difficult circumstances, to handle pressure, build good 
leadership and communication skills—on or off the field.

Hobbies and interests? What do you enjoy outside 
of PDS? 

While still living on Long Island (N.Y.), my husband Vince 
and I used to sail and I miss it especially on windy days near 
a beach. I still play league tennis a few times a week and 
enjoy the competition and friendship it brings. 

Occasionally I dabble in baking themed cakes (like the 
Discovery Shuttle for my son Paul’s third birthday), but 
above all, I enjoy spending time with family, friends and 
watching Paul ’10 play golf.

What is a perfect day for you? 

Walking around the campus under Carolina blue skies, 
hearing the “hum”—whether it be a full practice or game 
day, bats cracking, crowds cheering, whistles blowing.  
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One school day morning in January, 40 8th-
graders stepped off a Charger bus outside the 
McColl Center for Art and Innovation where 
they met a group of 8th-graders from Bruns 
Academy, a public school in West Charlotte.

Off to the side, Michael Magno, Middle 
School Head, and Barry Sherman, Bruns 
student advocate, huddled to go over last-
minute details for the day. They, along with 
the help of McColl staff, tasked the combined 
group of 70 students to work as a collective 
unit to construct 1,500 “Blessing Boxes” for a 
community social project.

The collaborative effort to make a positive 
difference in the lives of others is but one 
example of a unique partnership, now in its 
second year, between PDS and Bruns.

Magno and Sherman first met at a 2015 
middle school diversity workshop in Charlotte. 
They found common interest in their desire 
to bring students together for a dynamic 
and innovative experience of learning and 

leadership development.
They were looking for a partnership, not a 

service project between schools.
Since 2009, PDS engaged middle schoolers 

with another public school, J.H. Gunn 
Elementary. They participated in service 
projects with J.H. Gunn students — such 
as tutoring, sports clinics, presentations and 
supply drives as well as a pen pal project.

The ongoing partnership has helped to 
integrate meaningful community service with 
instruction and reflection to enrich the learning 
experience, teach civic responsibility and 
strengthen community ties.

About three years ago, the Middle School 
Student Life team — comprised of grade level 
deans and advisors for Student Council, National 
Junior Honor Society and Student Services — 
started exploring the addition of another type of 
interaction with a local public school.

“We wanted students to work together so 
that there would be equal responsibility by the 

students involved,” said Magno. “We were 
not sure what to expect, but we knew that just 
trying to get students from different parts of 
the city together would be positive.”

Bruns Academy is a pre-kindergarten 
through 8th-grade school within the Project 
L.I.F.T (Leadership and Investment 
For Transformation) zone of Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools.

The partnership’s goal is to break through 
the isolated learning experiences of each group, 
something in which Sherman is especially 
interested.

“I believe being educated in a ‘bubble’ 
is very problematic, whether it’s a bubble 
of privilege or a bubble of inequity/
marginalization,” said Sherman. “Specifically, 
for Bruns scholars, I’m very concerned about 
the lack of access and exposure they have to 
learning experiences and opportunities that 
take them beyond the limitations of their 
immediate surroundings.”

Eye to Eye,
Hand in Hand
Bruns Academy Partnership Fosters Connections and Collaboration
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Magno wants students to be able to work 
collaboratively with anyone, anywhere, at any 
time.

To reiterate the equality of the partnership, 
the group adopted the premise, “The 
Providence Day students need the Bruns 
Academy students as much as the Bruns 
Academy students need the Providence Day 
students.”

FORMULATING A DREAM
In 2015, PDS’s Middle School Student Life 
team identified 20 students in leadership 
positions to participate alongside 20 Bruns 
8th-graders in the B-BOLD (Bruns Believers 
Optimizing Leadership Development) elective 
class.

When the two groups met for the first time 
in January 2016, Magno and Sherman were 
unsure if the project would be successful.

Themed “WEhAVE A DREAM,” the 
partnership’s first year focused on bringing 
the students together to work on solving 
problems. Through a series of six meetings 
from January to April, the group did critical 
thinking workshops and art projects, attended 
a diversity conference and reflected in a 
celebratory gathering.

In a group design challenge, Dr. Ryan 
Welsh, PDS Upper School English teacher 

and design strategist, posed the question: 
“How might we best support the leaders in the 
communities where we live and learn?”

The students asked questions to faculty 
from both schools about their leadership 
experiences. Afterwards, the students split into 
groups and were tasked with coming up with a 
prototype of what supporting a leader looked 
like.

Final projects ranged from conceptual 
ideas of a day of leadership training to a 
physical prototype of a watch that helps school 
administrators identify students in need.

At the end of the challenge, Welsh asked the 
students: “How might we best serve as leaders 
in the communities where we live and learn?” 
He wanted them to take what they learned and 
transform their thoughts into actions at their 
respective schools.

Welsh said working with the Bruns and PDS 
students was an exciting and fulfilling design 
project, one that produced some of the most 
creative ideas he’s seen.

“The great thing about diversity is its 
ability to collaborate toward innovation and 
creativity,” said Welsh.

Andrea Downs, PDS Middle and Upper 
School art teacher, facilitated a group art 
project where she asked the students to think 
about their hopes and fears about the future. 

The students wrote down their thoughts on 
ribbons and then wove them into a collective 
piece of art.

“The idea was for them to internalize and 
physically connect these fears and hopes for 
the future, with the hope that they may start 
to consider these as the things that connect us 
... rather than the things that divide us,” said 
Downs.

At the final meeting of the year, Bruns 
and PDS students worked in pairs to create a 
collaborative “We Are” poem. They wrote the 
poems onto cloth that they wove into the same 
loom — this served as a final reflective piece at 
the end of the partnership.

Afterward, the students shared what they 
liked and what they wanted to change for the 
next year. Many of them indicated they wanted 
more time to simply hang out with their new 
friends, play games and get to know each other.

APPLYING CHANGE
Based on the feedback and successes, both 
Magno and Sherman agreed the program 
should continue.

“We greatly expanded the project to reach 
more students,” said Sherman. “And we have 
focused more this year on making sure the 
students have a lot of opportunity to directly 
interact with each other.”

“I think this partnership is crucial for us so that we 
can bridge the gap between our two schools.”
— John O’Neil, 8th-grader
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The new plan included six meetings spread 
out over the entire school year, as well as 
involving more students from each school. 
Seventy PDS students — over half of the 8th 
grade class — applied for the 40 spots.

PDS 8th-grade student Molly Kerrigan 
applied because she wanted to get out of her 
comfort zone and meet people with whom she 
would not normally get to interact.

“I think this partnership is important 
because many people are isolated to their 
school communities and don’t think about how 
there are kids just like them in other schools,” 
said Molly.

“I feel it’s really important to socially 
expose yourself to as many situations as 
possible because it helps you develop your 
communication and social skills,” she said.

PDS 8th-grader John O’Neil agreed. “I 
think this partnership is crucial for us so 
that we can bridge the gap between our two 
schools,” he said.

To kick off the 2016-17 school year, the new 
group of PDS and Bruns students discussed 
empathy, a theme that would connect all of 
their interactions for the year.

During a meeting break, Magno noticed all 
the students huddled in a corner where they, 
unprompted, played a game similar to the 
ones that they were tasked to do in the design 
challenge.

“Those are the improvised moments that 
we as adults need to step back and simply 
observe,” said Magno.

During a February gathering, Downs 
facilitated an art project involving pairs of 
students, one from each school, drawing each 
other’s eyes. Before they started, each student 
reflected on a time when they felt empathy for 
someone else.

“When you look into someone’s eyes, you are 
beginning to be interested in and consider their 
perspective and their experience,” said Downs.

The students split their drawings between 
two panels, one to hang at Bruns and one 
to hang at PDS. Words from the students’ 
reflections on empathy connect the drawings.

PROGRESSING TOGETHER
While largely successful, the partnership still 
faced challenges along the way. One has been 
transportation for the Bruns students to and 
from off-campus sessions.

While en route to a diversity conference with 
the PDS students, Magno received a call from 
Sherman that Bruns’ scheduled transportation 
fell through. Magno redirected the PDS bus to 
Bruns Academy to pick up their students, so 
they all arrived late together.

Recently, Sherman received grant funding to 
assist with the transportation.

Dr. Nadia Johnson, PDS Diversity and 
Multicultural Education executive director, 
said overcoming such challenges only 
strengthens the partnership.

“These are … the times when we learn what 
it means to be a collective community,” she 
said. “We are committed to supporting Bruns 

in every way possible and remaining flexible.”
While together, leaders from PDS and 

Bruns said that they noticed positive behavioral 
changes with their respective group of students.

“While the students are doing a good job of 
coming together, at times, it is apparent that 
[PDS] students are a bit uncertain when it 
comes to stepping out of their comfort zones,” 
said Johnson. “The Bruns students help make 
our students feel comfortable and more open 
even when we are on the PDS campus.”

“I was surprised how much in common 
we had with each other despite the different 
backgrounds,” said PDS 8th-grader Avery 
Nelson.

Molly agreed. “I think that a lot of the PDS 
students got the impression that the Bruns kids 
wouldn’t be anything like us, but we were in for 
a big surprise,” she added.

On the other hand, Sherman was delighted 
by how this partnership immediately allowed 
and stimulated Bruns scholars to expand their 
thinking and behavior.

“When with the PD students, the Bruns 
scholars think and behave and speak in ways 
they rarely do with each other when at Bruns,” 
he said.

Both Sherman and Magno express pride 
in the success of the first two years of the 
partnership and hope to continue for many 
years.

Along with Welsh, they presented about 
the partnership in a session titled “Leadership 
Design and Improvisation” at the Private 
Schools With a Public Purpose national 
conference in Washington, D.C. in March.

And Magno indicated the partnership 
solidified his belief that all Middle School 
students yearn to make connections with 
people their age.

“My great hope is that we can keep working 
collaboratively and creatively to deepen and 
expand this effort in ways that still maintain 
the uniqueness, intimacy and profundity of 
connection between the kids,” said Sherman.

“I look forward to making this program 
an inspiration for other schools around the 
country,” Magno added.  

WEB EXTRA
Watch a video recap of the PDS and Bruns partnership’s  
first year at http://bit.ly/PDSBruns
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Growing 
    Goodness



There are a lot of things blossoming and growing 
on campus this year — any many of them are 
healthy and edible.

On any given day, you’ll find students from all 
three divisions — Lower, Middle and Upper — 
getting their hands dirty, literally, by planting, 
tending and harvesting the Charger Gardens.

Situated in the courtyard between Providence 
and Williams buildings, Charger Gardens is an 
environmental initiative focused on engaging 
students, faculty and staff in service through 
agriculture, innovative design thinking and 
community outreach.

Begun in the summer of 2016, the space — 
currently more than 300 square feet with plans 
to expand — is to be part vegetable garden with 
produce to donate in the Charlotte community, 
part pollinator garden and part outdoor learning 
lab whose collective goal is to utilize natural 
resources in a sustainable way to positively impact 
the school and community.

“Anyone can plant a garden and therefore have 
food to eat,” said Sarah Goodman, Middle School 
science teacher. “Our students in particular get 
to learn firsthand not only how to plant, keep and 
harvest a garden, but also the benefits of donating 
the proceeds (food) to a greater cause in our 
community.”

Modeling the connection between environmental 
stewardship and social responsibility reaches well 
beyond the classroom, said Olga Mawougbe, Lower 
School science teacher.

“Hands-on involvement in the garden will play 
a valuable role in helping students understand our 
necessary connection to and dependence upon the 
soil,” she said. “Growing to give (vegetables to 
those in need) also broadens students’ perceptions 
of themselves as cultivators of relationships.”

   The gardens has an advisory board comprised 
of students and faculty from all three divisions. 
Mawougbe serves as the Lower School faculty 
advisor, Goodman as Middle School faculty 
advisor and Jack Hudson, Upper School English 
teacher, as Upper School faculty advisor.

Gardens Yield Plentiful Bounty  
for Campus and Beyond
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The students not only helped in the design 
and planning of the gardens, but they also assist 
with labor construction, planting, maintenance 
and harvesting.

“By far the most difficult, time-consuming 
task … was shoveling multiple pounds of dirt 
into garden beds we had made prior,” said 
senior Adanna Eziri, a gardens advisory board 
member.

Despite the hard work, the students seem 
eager to help out. Adanna believes student 
involvement is important because it makes the 
project and its success more personal “instead 
of remaining purely a niche club activity.”

“It’s no surprise that Lower School students 
are generally eager to get their hands in the 
soil,” said Mawougbe. “The idea of having a 
place on campus to actually grow vegetables 
has been exciting to many.”

Members of the Middle School Go Green 
club, advised by Goodman, have assisted in 
the gardens as has PDSustainability, a Students 
of Service club advised by Hudson, which is 
partnering with the Upper School advisory 
board to collect vegetable leftovers from the 
Dining Hall to create compost to be used in the 
beds.

PURPOSEFUL PLANTING
There are currently 10 beds that have thus far 
yielded a single harvest each of tomatoes and 
radishes, as well as two harvests of green beans 
and carrots.

“We tried to grow broccoli, cauliflower, 
and cabbage. While the seeds germinated and 
the plants came up, we planted too late in the 
growing season to get a harvest out of them,” 
admitted Hudson. “Same with corn — it was a 
little late and corn earworms devoured what the 
plants did produce.”

Given that the planting didn’t start until 
mid-June and it all had to begin from scratch, 

Hudson still considers it a productive first 
year. “We had some nice successes, and we’ve 
learned things that will ensure even more 
success going forward,” he said.

Also serving as the gardens project manager, 
Hudson is responsible for getting the harvested 
vegetables to Friendship Trays, a Meals on 
Wheels service that delivers balanced meals to 
local individuals who are unable to obtain or 
prepare their own.

The partnership allows students to see 
how their efforts are helping others out in the 
community.

“We are a school centered around giving 
back, but when you are seeing the food you 
harvest go directly out into the community as 
a meal, it makes the hard work worth it,” said 
Goodman.

While the fresh, nutritious produce clearly 
benefits Friendship Trays’ recipients, they’re 
not the only ones who gain something.

“This type of initiative allows students to 
get out into nature while giving them a sense 
of how to use and reuse our resources to create 
more growing opportunities that they may not 
have realized existed,” said Goodman.

“I also think it will help students appreciate 
and reconsider the food they eat on a daily 
basis, perhaps encourage them to make 
healthier food choices,” said Adanna.

“I like the idea of getting more students into 
gardening,” she said. “I think we can normalize 
gardening into becoming just another 
sustainable practice of life.”

People aren’t the only ones benefiting. In 
an effort to resuscitate the declining monarch 
butterfly population, milkweed was planted in 
the space five years ago.

The milkweed helps the monarchs to feed 
and lay eggs that hatch into caterpillars, which 
are taken inside (by 2nd-grade classes serving 
as “citizen scientists”) prior to their chrysalis 

“Our students in particular get to learn firsthand not only how plant, keep 
and harvest a garden, but also the benefits of donating the proceeds (food) 
to a greater cause in our community.”
— Sarah Goodman, Middle School science teacher
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stage to better their odds of emerging as 
butterflies.

The yearly decrease in the monarch 
butterfly’s population has been linked to the 
decline in the milkweed plant — a primary 
food for monarchs — from herbicide use in the 
monarch’s reproductive and feeding areas.

The milkweed in the gardens has turned 
PDS into a “way station” for the monarchs, 
known for their summer/autumn migration 
from the United States and southern Canada to 
Mexico.

The 2nd-grade teachers partnered with 
a network of educators who use monarch 
butterflies to teach a variety of concepts and 
skills (including character traits such as a sense 
of responsibility gained from caring for animals 
and the need to be responsible stewards of the 
environment) as well as the Green Network of 
Charlotte, which works to advance academics, 
health and sustainability through school 
gardens and outdoor learning.

“I will say that this is the most passionate 
I have ever seen students become about 
curricular items,” said Katie Carmichael, 2nd-
grade teacher. “It is truly an interactive unit 
and the students love it.”

SPREADING OF SEEDS
Charger Gardens was made possible in part 
by a PDS family who wanted to give back and 
support social responsibility, one of the school’s 
core values.

“When Charlie and I first started discussing 
what our potential Charging Forward 
campaign commitment could be, it didn’t take 
us long to know we wanted to impact social 
responsibility,” said Margot Brinley.

“We charged the school with how our 
philanthropy could impact both service 
learning and the academic program,” she said.

“When the concept of the gardens was 

presented to us, we really appreciated the cross-
divisional service learning impact, the hands-
on approach and the fact that our endowment 
would support this initiative in perpetuity,” 
said Charlie.

Through a gift to the campaign, the Brinleys 
established the Brinley Family Endowment, 
which supplements and supports the gardens 
so “students are able to find a compelling sense 
of purpose by engaging in work that personally 
resonates with them and has a clearly 
understood value to the community.”

“The Brinleys had a passion for social 
responsibility, and this endowment is a great 
illustration of fulfilling that passion and area of 
interest while still supporting the campaign,” 
said Jeffrey Appel, Associate Head of School 
for Institutional Advancement.

But the gardens have only begun to bloom.
Indoor initiatives are in the works, such 

as a hydroponic tower garden and boxes to 
grow wheatgrass and other microgreens to be 
donated. And there are long-term goals of a 
greenhouse that would allow the growing of leaf 
crops all year as well as seedlings such as those 
utilized by the local nonprofit Sow Much Good 
to help alleviate the problem of food deserts in 
the Charlotte community.

“We have big dreams,” said Hudson. 
“Right now we’re working on landscaping 
the (outdoor) space to be more functional and 
visitor friendly. It’s also important to make the 
space useable as a classroom.”

The gardens team would like to install a 
variety of plants, a terrace and seating area, a 
walking path and other features in the future. 
The beds also will be increased in size and 
relocated for better use of space and growing 
conditions.

The faculty and students want the gardens 
to take firm root at PDS. They envision the 
gardens becoming not only an active outdoor 

space utilized by classes across all grade levels, 
but also a pleasant sanctuary where the PDS 
community can go to relax and appreciate 
nature.

“Ideally, this space would serve as a living 
resource that continually pours as much into 
the wider community as it does back into our 
campus,” said Malwougbe.

“I can’t wait to see the way this space 
transforms over the next few years and see 
how the students add their unique styles to its 
design,” said Goodman.

Adanna believes with more student 
involvement, the gardens can become a 
“memorable and interactive part of campus,” 
a place where “perhaps one day students will 
even be able to walk through and pick their 
own snacks.”

“I think Providence Day is not only 
increasing its own standards of maintaining 
sustainable practices on campus, but also 
providing an example for other private schools 
to follow suit,” she said. “I think the gardens 
have the potential to be something much 
greater at PD, greater than what we could have 
imagined.”  

“I think the gardens have the potential to be something much greater at PD, 
greater than what we could have imagined.”
— Adanna Eziri, senior and Charger Gardens advisory board member 
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If you’re lucky, at some point early in your career a mentor came along 
and showed you the ins and outs of your chosen profession. Helped you 
gain new skills. Provided opportunities to lead. Expanded your knowledge 
base. Navigated you through a difficult situation. Opened doors.

Providence Day School decided to take luck out of the equation for 
young professionals by offering a one-year, fully-immersive fellowship 
in its Office of Institutional Advancement.

The position was designed to prepare recent college graduates for 
the next chapter in their careers, and to help grow the Advancement 
profession in independent schools and higher education.

The concept was borne from the idea of establishing an incubator for 
young professionals interested in exploring the advancement field, said 
Jeffrey Appel, Associate Head of School for Institutional Advancement.

Seeing a shortage of candidates ready to fill entry-level positions, Appel 
sought to create a program that would expose participants to the four 
areas often subsumed under independent schools’ advancement offices: 
alumni relations, major gifts/annual fund, advancement services (database 
management, research, etc.), and marketing and communications.

Appel stressed the importance of including all facets of advancement 
in the program to ensure a well-rounded experience, so the fellow would 
have the benefit of determining which area was of greater interest for 
future job considerations.

The Advancement office, of course, also gains additional resources to 
enhance or expand their services or initiatives in a given year.

PDS’s Advancement Fellow program is a very deliberate and strategic 

professional development opportunity for the successful candidate. Each 
fall, the Fellow embarks on a week-long trip, visiting other independent 
schools in the Southeast to learn about those institutions, gain insight 
on their advancement/development operations and begin building their 
own professional networks in the field.

Coaching and guidance also are provided for exploring job openings 
beyond the yearlong fellowship.

Opportunities such as this are much needed, according to Jonathan 
Ball, managing associate at Carney Sandoe and Associates, a teacher and 
administrator recruitment company for private schools.

During his 19-year career recruiting for independent schools, he’s 
noticed the education sector gradually facing strong challenges in terms 
of its perception as a viable job choice. It’s vital to the future success of 
the collective institutions to help create the pipeline of qualified, well-
trained, knowledgeable advancement professionals, he said.

“If we’re not taking the lead in promoting and growing our industry, 
pulling people in and giving them these entry-level jobs, where are they 
going to come from?” asked Ball.

He underscored the need for schools to create awareness and interest 
in educational careers, giving college graduates a direct path to study, 
learn and grow across all channels in advancement work, and then 
supporting their career transitions as a means to ensure independent 
schools thrive well into the future.

Ball appreciated Appel and PDS for the vision and institutional will it took 
to design a program with such robust mentoring and professional support.

Immersive Advancement Fellowship Benefits Both School and Participants
ADVANCING SUCCESS
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“I really applaud and support the work that’s been done and the 
initiative around this program,” said Ball. “It’s invaluable, really smart 
and forward-thinking.”

For the school’s very first Advancement fellow in the 2015-16 school 
year, the impact was immediate and long-lasting. Patricia “PJ” Kolman 
came to Providence Day after graduating from Duke University in 2015. 
She is a 2011 alumna of the Hun School of Princeton.

“When I first got the fellow position, I felt like I had won the ‘Golden 
Ticket’ of advancement jobs,” she said. “I realized it would be a unique 
opportunity to immerse myself in every aspect of advancement at an 
exceptional institution.”

Her responsibilities were both broad and varied: creating annual 
giving materials, producing videos, planning alumni and parent events, 
writing for internal and external audiences, building web resources, 
researching donor prospects and attending professional development 
conferences, among many other activities. She even found time to help 
coach a junior varsity swim team.

Bolstered by those experiences, Kolman was a much sought-after 
candidate at the conclusion of her year-long fellowship. Ultimately she 
accepted a development officer position at King’s Academy in Jordan.

In this capacity, she designs fundraising appeals, manages a portfolio 
of regional and overseas donors, is preparing for the school’s 10th 
anniversary year celebration, is assisting in the formation of an alumni 
association and serves as a dorm parent.

“My transition into greater responsibility and decision-making power 
at King’s was infinitely smoother because I had the directors [at PDS] as 
role models,” she said.

“Providence Day is an outstanding school and a phenomenal place 
to work. It encourages teamwork, excellence and school pride from 
its Transitional Kindergarten students to senior administrators,” said 
Kolman. “After working there, I strive to create the same collaborative 
atmosphere in every place I work.”

This year’s fellow, Myers McGarry, also is benefiting from a diverse and 
wide-ranging set of tasks and projects. A 2016 graduate of Washington and 
Lee University and a 2012 alumna of Charlotte Latin School, McGarry 
has been embraced by the PDS community as one of its own.

“I feel like the entire community has taken me under their wing,” she said.
Already McGarry has filmed and produced several videos, written 

executive-level communications, collaborated with Admissions on a 
drip-marketing campaign, created social media editorial calendars, 
updated constituent files, implemented volunteer engagement activities 
and helped plan alumni events.

Additionally, her visits to other independent schools in the region 
produced invaluable perspective on the different strategic approaches to 
advancement work.

Leveraging her time at PDS, McGarry entertained several job 
prospects and is joining Nashoba Brooks School in Concord, 
Massachusetts, as a Marketing and Communications Associate.

“People are impressed by the breadth of projects that I do at PDS,” 
she said. “I feel more confident applying for positions at other schools 
with this year of experience.”

PDS recently selected its third Advancement Fellow, Guille Henegar 
’13, who will begin his tenure this summer after earning his bachelor’s 
degree in Communications from Denison University.  
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Investing in Change
Paul and Kelly Brooks Work to Better the World

Kelly and Paul Brooks have a passion for 
making the world a better place, and for finding 
creative and innovative ways to do it.

“Innovation is so much more than just 
having good ideas and creativity, it’s about 
making great ideas happen across a broad 
group, across company departments or even an 
industry,” said Paul.

Through their efforts, both Paul and Kelly 
— parents of 8th-grader Olivia and 6th-grader 
Kasey  — have helped to enhance and indeed 
revolutionize various aspects of their respective 
fields, and are continuing to do so.

Paul went from saving lives as a paramedic 
to senior vice president of NASCAR and 
president of NASCAR Media Group. His 

vision was credited with the growth and 
success of NASCAR’s popularity.

Among his contributions, Paul was on the 
initial team that developed NASCAR’s long-
term consolidated television and new media 
agreements with various networks.

He also led NASCAR’s efforts to become 
the first professional sports league to launch a 
24-hour satellite radio channel, and he was a 
key negotiator in bringing Sprint-Nextel in as 
title sponsor to what was then the NASCAR 
NEXTEL Cup Series and is now the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, one of the largest 
sponsor partnerships in sports.

“I loved my years at NASCAR because it 
allowed me to meet a lot of interesting and 

successful people and also be exposed to a wide 
variety of businesses,” said Paul.

His worked earned him a three-time honoree 
in the Sports Business Journal “Forty Under 
40,” and he entered the publication’s “Forty 
Under 40 Hall of Fame” in 2005.

Upon leaving NASCAR in 2012 after 19 
years, Paul moved on to a variety of personal 
and outside business interests.

“I love variety and I have always been 
somewhat of an ‘ideas guy’ — inventor, 
innovator and being able to connect the dots 
to many different opportunities,” he said. “So 
when I decided to leave NASCAR and focus 
on my own business investing and projects, I 
wanted to build the company around projects 
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and work that interested me and offered 
flexibility.”

He founded Peakland Innovation Group, 
named after Peakland Place where he grew up 
in Lynchburg, Va., as a constant reminder to 
“think like a kid every day.”

“Creativity is a big driver in anything I get 
involved with,” said Paul. “By adding Innovation 
Group to the name, it allows me to go anywhere 
with the company at any given time.”

He currently has investments across a wide 
spectrum of categories, including restaurants, 
medical, micro energy harvesting, and a 
software company and games company.

He recently became CEO of that gaming 
company, which was created as a publisher 
of NASCAR racing games, and renamed 
it 704Games, a nod to its headquarters in 
Charlotte.

“I am having a blast in bringing my 
NASCAR background together with our 
desire to create a gaming company that is much 
broader than just NASCAR or even racing,” 
said Paul.

A self-professed “gadget guy,” Paul 
keeps a close eye on the latest technology 
developments.

“I tend to keep my ears open across a large 
cross section of industries because that is where 
I get new ideas,” he said. “I am learning every 
day and all of this is really fun for me.”

Paul appreciates that PDS embraces a 
“culture of innovation” — “PDS has created 
an environment that can ignite sparks,” he 
said — and encourages a commitment to social 
responsibility.

“We are one community, one city, one state, 
nation and world,” he said. “We all must work 
together to help each other in all seasons … 
we all have a responsibility, starting in our 
community, to care.”

Kelly said PDS is “uniquely positioned” as a 
Transitional Kindergarten through 12th-grade 
school to offer an overarching approach to 
social responsibility.

“We have students in some cases for 14 

years,” she said. “What an opportunity to 
thread social responsibility throughout that 
experience — introducing, teaching and 
nurturing empathy, compassion and action.”

It’s one of the reasons she chose to serve on 
the Board of Trustees.

“It is a special opportunity to better 
understand and support the environment 
where Olivia and Kasey spend most of their 
time,” she said. “Paul and I are so incredibly 
grateful for the education they are receiving so 
anything I can do to help make that experience 
better for everyone is a no-brainer for me.”

It was after a career in marketing that 
Kelly wanted to be more involved in the local 
community. She serves as a member of the 
Council for Children’s Rights and Charlotte 
Bilingual Preschool.

“I personally believe that it is each of our 
responsibilities to invest in the health of our 
local community,” she added. “I also believe 
the best way to do that is by strengthening local 
nonprofits who do the hard work every single 
day to lift up the most vulnerable. The stronger 
our nonprofits are, the stronger our city will be.”

As such in 2012 she conceived SHARE 
Charlotte, a searchable online database of local 
nonprofits to help users easily find volunteer 
opportunities and maximize their support for 
causes that are important to them.

Kelly self-funded the SHARE Charlotte 
website, which initially featured 87 nonprofits 
and has since grown to include more than 400.

In 2013, SHARE Charlotte began sponsoring 
#GivingTuesdayCLT, a philanthropic 
campaign coinciding with the national Giving 
Tuesday movement. That initiative encourages 
a day of giving — money, time, donations — on 
the Tuesday after Thanksgiving to counter the 
commercialization and consumerism of the 
post-Thanksgiving season — specifically Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday.

In 2015, #GivingTuesdayCLT raised $4.2 
million for its partnered nonprofits, exceeding 
its $2 million goal. In 2016, the campaign 
raised $7.2 million.

Upon learning that donations to nonprofits 
decline in the summer, Brooks conceived of 
SummerSHARE, a two-week giving campaign 
in July to encourage summertime philanthropy 
to area nonprofits.

“SHARE has become a catalyst for 
engagement by rallying the community around 
the common goal of doing good,” said Kelly. 
“We’ve been able to pull together hundreds of 
nonprofits and get them working together for 
the greater good. We are firm believers in ‘the 
rising tide lifts all boats.’”

The efforts have garnered her a 2016 
Charlottean of the Year award from Charlotte 
Magazine.

“I think SHARE Charlotte will continue 
to evolve as the go-to place to do good in our 
community, and the software that SHARE 
is built on will hopefully begin to scale 
nationwide,” said Kelly. “I’d really love to 
take this model into communities across the 
country.”

In 2013 Kelly helped PDS develop its 
“Be the Change” yearlong service-learning 
program, in which 9th-graders study poverty 
in Mecklenburg County and obtain hands-on 
experience with different area organizations 
during service days.

The intent of the program is not to “fix” 
the poverty problem in Charlotte, but to 
educate participants about the community’s 
needs, various ways in which they can become 
involved and to mold good community citizens.

It is the Brooks’ love of family and each other 
that continually inspires and motivates them.

“In addition to being an amazing wife and 
mother, she has a huge heart and a genuine care 
for others,” said Paul.

“My admiration for my husband knows 
no bounds. He is probably the smartest, 
most creative and generous human being on 
the planet,” said Kelly. “Our kids have big 
hearts, are adventurous and take every day 
as it comes. To say I’m fortunate is a gross 
understatement.”  
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From an early age, math piqued the interests of Max Ballenger ’05. 
Growing up, he spent his free time building model rockets, cars and 
airplanes — and thinking about space.

“I can’t remember a time in my life in which I wasn’t at least a little 
inspired by space exploration,” said Ballenger. “I always loved to read 
and ate up many science fiction novels.”

Now, Ballenger lives his dream at Space Exploration Technologies 
Corporation, commonly known as SpaceX, an aerospace manufacturer 
and private space transport services company headquartered in 
Hawthorne, California.

Ballenger works as the lead sensors development engineer for the 
Avionics Department, where he helps design, build and test electronic 
devices that help fly SpaceX’s reusable rockets and spacecraft.

His team plays a critical role, as SpaceX was founded with the goal of 
developing reusable space transportation technologies to dramatically 
reduce the cost of access to space — with the ultimate goal of colonizing 
Mars.

SpaceX has developed the Falcon family of reusable launch vehicles 
and Dragon spacecraft, which in February was flown into orbit by the 
Falcon 9 rocket and delivered cargo to the International Space Station. In 
March, the Falcon 9 carried a telecommunications satellite into space.

As a child, Ballenger spent a lot of his time working on computers.
“I liked putting them together and upgrading them, and I even had the 

patience to learn a little programming, at least when the purpose was to 
modify or create a game.”

Ballenger said his 13 years at Providence Day helped develop him 
into the innovator that he is today  — from kindergarten teachers 
accommodating his high reading level to Middle School teachers 
encouraging him to take more challenging math courses. Several family 
trips to NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, where he was 
able to interact with space-related items in a more hands-on way, also 
inspired him.

After PDS, he graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill with a bachelor’s 
degree in physics and astronomy. Ballenger then accepted a summer 
internship at Ad Astra Rocket, a rocket propulsion company dedicated 

to the development of advanced plasma rocket propulsion technology in 
Webster, Texas — three miles from Johnson Space Center.

He was later hired by Ad Astra where he engineered software and 
electronics for ground testing of a developmental engine.

“My employment at Ad Astra Rocket Company taught me that 
the skills I had could indeed be useful to a cutting-edge spaceflight 
engineering company,” said Ballenger.

Ballenger relocated to McGregor, Texas, to start his first job at the 
SpaceX rocket development facility. This is where large-scale testing 
takes place of the company’s advanced rockets and spacecraft before 
they are transported to their launch sites. There, Ballenger supported the 
company’s efforts to build control and measurement software systems 
necessary to conduct safe, efficient and comprehensive rocket testing.

In 2015, Ballenger transferred to his current role at the SpaceX 
headquarters, where he leads a team of engineers who focus on the 
navigation electronics the company uses to measure the location and 
orientation of vehicles in flight.

Ballenger’s current focus is on contributing to the flight of SpaceX’s 
Crew Dragon, which will carry humans into orbit for the first time from 
American soil since the retirement of the NASA space shuttle in 2011.

“It’s inspiring to be part of a company that’s working toward being the 
world’s most cost-effective and reliable provider of launch services,” said 
Ballenger.

He hopes his work will help pave the way for humans becoming a 
multi-planetary species, starting with the colonization of Mars.

In the meantime, Ballenger has been sharing his experiences and 
insights with PDS junior and fellow science enthusiast Vaibhav Pachella.

“We discussed how to approach the rest of his studies in preparation 
for a successful career in science or engineering,” said Ballenger.

“I was impressed to see that he was already familiar with technology 
that hardly existed when I graduated from Providence Day in 2005,” 
added Ballenger. “Hands-on experience is valued particularly highly by 
the organizations I’ve worked in and he will have a big leg up.”  

To Boldly Go
Max Ballenger Sets His Sights on Mars
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From an early age, Annie Phillips ’04 wanted to be a musician.
“What I love most about [music],” said Phillips “is the shared 

experience with other human beings, whether you are listening or 
performing.”

She started playing the piano at age 7 and took up the clarinet while in 
5th grade at PDS. When she was 18, the summer after graduating, she 
began her professional performance career as a soloist with the Charlotte 
Symphony Orchestra.

And since then, she has built a dream career by following her passion.
Phillips started her job as the Assistant Director of Entrepreneurial 

Musicianship at the New England Conservatory (NEC) in Boston this 
past August. The Entrepreneurial Musicianship program develops new 
ways to work with musical students to help them create work that is 
fulfilling to them, makes an impact within the community and provides 
a sustainable living. In her role, Phillips guest teaches classes, advises 
students one-on-one and creates resources and programs for students.

“I like working with other artists because it is a way to multiply my 
impact as an individual,” said Phillips. “I love performing and always 
will, but by working with other musicians — and with students, in 
particular — I feel as though I have a greater hand in shaping and 
changing music’s future.”

Before working for NEC, Phillips lived in San Francisco where she 
was the Operation and Programs Lead at Zoo Labs, a nonprofit music 
accelerator for artists who seek to make a sustainable livelihood from 

their craft. She also was the co-director of Switchboard Music, a startup 
that supports the creation and performance of new music in the Bay 
Area by engaging artists and audiences from a wide variety of musical 
communities.

While at Switchboard Music, Phillips launched Switchboard Presents, 
a monthly concert series billed as an ambulatory audio experience 
available to listeners via mobile phone.

Before starting her career in music and after graduating from PDS, 
Phillips went to The Johns Hopkins University where she earned a 
Bachelor of Music degree in Clarinet Performance in the Peabody 
Conservatory. She then earned her Master of Music in clarinet 
performances from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.

She credits former PDS band director Doug Henry as a great 
inspiration on her musical career.

“He always gave me lots of opportunity to explore music,” she said. 
“From convincing me to try out for All-District Band for the first time, 
to letting me conduct 6th grade band in concert when I was a sophomore, 
to when I decided to pursue music professionally.”

For Phillips, music is about human connection. She said her passion 
for music transcends her love of teaching at NEC and infiltrates the 
world around her, fostering a sense of connection and community.

“Especially in times of great uncertainty, it’s a magical thing to be able 
to find joy, melancholy, energy or solace with other people that you may 
not have anything else in common with,” said Phillips.  

alumni

Career Clarity 
Through Clarinets
Annie Phillips’ Musical Passion Crescendos into Dream Job
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IMAGINE IF YOUR GENEROSITY 
made a difference decades from now  

and you helped our mission.

A gift through your will won’t cost you anything now and can be as 
simple as adding the language below to your will or living trust:
I give, devise, and bequeath to Providence Day School the following to 
be used in accordance with a Memorandum of Understanding as on file 
with Providence Day School (or) for the purposes as I state herein the 
sum of $; (or) percent of my estate; (or) the property described herein.

The information contained herein is offered for general informational and educational purposes.  
You should seek the advice of an attorney for applicability to your own situation.

Copyright © by Pentera, Inc. All rights reserved.

Contact us for more information:
Mr. Jeffrey Appel 
Associate Head of School for Institutional Advancement 
704 887-6038 � jeff.appel@providenceday.org

PDS Annual Fund Rises to the Challenge 
This fall, thanks to the generosity of our parent community, we 
accomplished the $50,000 DeMayo Family Challenge Matches for the 
Annual Fund. The total Challenge Match included a $25,000 match for 
returning families who increased their giving over the prior year and a 
$25,000 match for all new families who made a gift to the Annual Fund.

The DeMayos joined the PDS community in 2011 and are the parents 
of Olivia (6th), Blake (9th), Sophia (9th) and Cole (11th). DeMayo 
has offered a challenge match for the Annual Fund for the last six 
consecutive years in hopes of inspiring other families to help PDS grow 
our Annual Fund. In addition to his support of the Annual Fund, Michael 
also has generously supported the Charging Forward campaign providing 
the lead gift to name the DeMayo Family Gateway Center.

“My hope is that my passion and consistent commitment to Providence 
Day School, particularly via the Annual Fund, will help inspire other 
parents to support this effort,” said Michael. “Contributing to the Annual 
Fund is a phenomenal opportunity for all parents to show their dedication 
towards our common objective for our children, as well as our support 
for the teachers and the administration who help create an incredible 
educational experience for every child.”

“Through our gifts, we are all part of a bigger purpose, and in 
partnership with the school we help ensure that PDS accomplishes its 
fundamental mission of providing the best and most comprehensive 
education available in the Southeast,” he said.

 “We are so grateful to the DeMayo family for offering the challenge 
matches again this year and for being true champions for the Annual 
Fund,” said Heather Ryan, PDS parent and 2016-17 Annual Fund chair.

“The Annual Fund directly benefits each child at PD, and the challenges 
have given us outstanding momentum toward our goal of raising $1.35 
million for this year’s campaign,” she said.

The Annual Fund helps to bridge the gap between tuition and the cost 
of each child’s education at PDS, and dollars raised are used during the 
current school year.  The Annual Fund is part of the Charging Forward 
Campaign, and all dollars raised will count toward the campaign’s 
overall goal of $27 million.

MORE INFO
Learn more about the Annual Fund at www.providenceday.org/annualfund

Show Your Support and 
Pride for Providence Day
We are reaching new levels of academic 

excellence, but we can’t continue without your 
support. We invite you to join other members 

of the Providence Day School Heritage Society 
by including the school in your estate plans.

When you join the Heritage Society, we’ll 
show our appreciation by sending you a set 

of Providence Day coasters, customized 
with your name, to display your PD pride!

To learn more about planned giving at PDS, visit 
our website at providenceday.org/plannedgiving 

or contact Jeffrey S. Appel, Associate Head  
of School for Institutional Advancement, at  

704-887-6038 or jeff.appel@providenceday.org.



SAVE THE DATES
for these upcoming Alumni  
and Alumni Parent events

June 10, 2017 
Whitewater Center Alumni Event
U.S. National Whitewater Center

7:00–9:00 p.m.

June 21, 2017 
Alumni Parent Social

The home of Barbara Fricke
6:30–8:30 p.m.

More details to follow. Questions? Contact Steve Bondurant ’98 
at 704-887-6039 or steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.

Thank you to all of the sponsors for the 20th Annual PDGA Alumni 
Spring Classic Golf Tournament at Cedarwood Country Club! 

The annual tournament, hosted by the PD Alumni Association, 
generates funds to support the Alumni Endowment Fund.

Plan to Join The 4th Annual Charger Club Golf Classic Fall 2017

Presented by:

We traveled thousands of miles, visiting 9 cities this 
past year to see our alumni all over the country. 

We can’t wait to see you again soon!

Chapel Hill • San Francisco • Los Angeles

Upcoming Fall ’17 Roadshows

More details coming soon!

Washington, D.C.

P R O V I D E N C E  D AY  S C H O O L

ALUMNI ROADSHOWS
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Atlanta — David Bailey ’11 and Dan Stalun ’03, co-chairs
Boston — Noel Watkins ’02, chair
New York City — Marian Barrett ’10 and Christine Solitario ’07, co-chairs
Washington, D.C. — Cassie Schlenker ’02 and Christian Rautenstrauch ’09, co-chairs

PDS Alumni Chapters

alumni

In the city that never sleeps, Providence Day graduates are 
busy keeping the Charger spirit alive.

New York City is currently one of four chapters — 
including Atlanta, Boston and Washington, D.C. — 
officially started last year in which alumni have taken on 
leadership roles.

“In a city as big as New York City, it’s nice to feel part 
of this special group of people who have shared similar 
experiences and understand the path that got you to where 
you are today,” said Christine Solitario ’07, chapter co-
chair.

“It’s great to connect with friends who have a shared 
experience,” said Marian Barrett ’10, chapter co-chair. 
“Having other alums in NYC, or any city you may live in, 
is both comforting and beneficial.”

“There are so many PDS alums in New York City, 
but I’m afraid a lot of us don’t even realize the expansive 
network that we have,” she added.

The NYC alumni hail from various graduating 
classes, work across a spectrum of sectors and can serve 
as wonderful professional and personal connections, said 
Solitario, who is currently working toward a master’s 
degree in business administration at Columbia Business 
School with plans to return to Deloitte Consulting in 
Washington, D.C. after graduation. There she will assist 
with the D.C.-area chapter.

Barrett, who works as an integrated marketing manager 
at Billboard and The Hollywood Reporter, said she was, like 
many alumni, grateful for her experiences at PDS.

“I feel like it’s important for me to be able to both give 
back and keep in touch,” she said.

As a lifer, Solitario attributes her success to her time at 
PDS. “I’m forever grateful to the teachers and staff who 

always went above and beyond to make sure my peers and 
I got the most out of our experience,” she said.

Through chapter involvement, said Barrett, alumni can 
foster deeper relationships with friends and classmates 
they haven’t seen in years and “create new relationships 
that could lead to future jobs or career opportunities.”

As such, she and Solitario are working to help the Big 
Apple chapter to grow.

“I’d love to just generate more awareness for the chapter 
in general and create a community that alums are excited 
to engage with,” said Barrett.

Solitario hopes to create “a steady cadence of the fun, 
informal get-togethers” to encourage greater participation 
and engagement.

The chapters are part of PDS’s commitment to 
establishing and maintaining relationships with alumni 
and to help them stay connected with the school.

“We felt it was important to establish chapters so 
alumni could continue the bonds that were created at 
PDS,” said Steve Bondurant ’98, Alumni Relations 
director. “We want alumni to get together throughout the 
year and strengthen the network in those areas.”

Each chapter functions independently and organizes 
its own events, as well as coordinates with the Alumni 
Relations office to host concurrent events.

In addition to the chapters, the Office of Institutional 
Advancement each year hosts events for both alumni and 
alumni parents on campus and around the country, such as 
the Alumni Roadshows at which school leadership visits 
various cities each year.

The Roadshow visited New York City on April 4.
Barrett will join the PDS Board of Alumni for 2017–

2018.  

New York City Chapter Helps Alumni Network, Stay Connected

Interested in joining or starting a 
PDS alumni chapter? Contact Steve 
Bondurant ’98 at 704-887-6039 or 
steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.
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1977
40-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 40th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

Mark Joyce will graduate from 
the Childress Klein Center for 
Real Estate at UNC-Charlotte 
in May.

1979
Roman Davis started 
GoodRoad CiderWorks, a 
cidery and meadery in lower 
South End of Charlotte, which 
opened in February.

1982
35-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 35th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

1985
Bert Smith is chief financial 
officer of Anderson 
Automotive Group in Raleigh. 
After 25 years in the corporate 
world, he has finally put his 
PDS senior project at Beck 
Mercedes to proper use.

1986
Andrew Jeter recently 
became president of Carolina 
Chiropractors, a state 
association for chiropractors. 
The nonprofit organization 
informs N.C. residents of the 
alternatives to medications 
and risky surgeries. Andrew 
practices and lives in Salisbury.

1987
30-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 30th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017. We 
hope to see you there!

1991

Katie (Largen) Miller 
finished her second Charlotte 
Marathon in November 2016.

1992
25-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 25th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

1997 
20-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 20th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

Paul Catanese married 
Jennifer Elliott in Chicago in 
October 2015. Alumni in 
attendance included Daniel 
Guthrey and Lt. Mark Madej. 
Paul became corporate counsel 
at Amazon.com in Seattle in 
August 2016.

1999

Molly (Burnett) Mascia and 
Katie (Phillips) Reed started 
Rubyrose Prints, a small 
business specializing in 
interactive artwork. Molly’s 
husband draws the detailed 
animals and the customer 
completes the artwork with 
their personalized fingerprint 
balloons.

2000
Paul Colavita and wife 
Kristen welcomed a son, 
Harrison, in November 2016. 
Paul is a surgeon at Carolinas 
Medical Center.

2001

Andrew Coats co-wrote and 
co-directed the animated short 
film “Borrowed Time,” which 
was nominated for an Oscar this 
year. Andrew is an animator at 
Pixar Animation Studios.

Jordan Long is director 
of Justice Works for the 
American Bar Association 
in Washington, D.C. Justice 
Works is a joint endeavor of 
the ABA Center for Human 
Rights and the ABA Rule of 
Law Initiative that addresses 
violence against LGBTI 
people throughout the world.

Shanley (Kiser) Gaither and 
husband Chris welcomed a 
daughter, Laurette Katherine, 
on Sept. 30, 2016. She joins 
older brother Henry.

Which Providence Day graduating  
class has the most #PDPride? 
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Alumni have been challenged to see which class can achieve the highest alumni 
giving participation rate. Your gift—of any amount—will count in the Alumni 

Class Challenge and make a difference for PD in and out of the classroom. 

Visit www.providenceday.org/alumnigive to make your gift today. 

2002
15-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 15th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

Jay Barr and wife Susan 
welcomed a daughter, Emma 
Townsend, on Aug. 31, 2016. 
Emma joins older sister Allie 
Lynn (3).

Tyler Brandt married Alysa 
Wayland at Lowndes Grove 
Plantation in Charleston, S.C., 
on Nov. 4, 2016.

2003

Kristen Keniry married Perry 
Vickery in Highlands, N.C. on 
Oct. 2, 2016. The couple 
moved to Boston after living 
and working in Singapore for 
more than two years.

Rick Lindquist, president and 
CEO of Zane Benefits, lobbied 
successfully for the passage of 
the Small Business Healthcare 
Relief Act, which former 
President Obama signed into 
law December 2016. Lindquist 
has long advocated for a 
private sector solution to rising 
healthcare costs for small 
businesses.

Colin Webb and wife Kelly 
are expecting their first child 
in May.

Alex Wellman has been named 
the Head of Upper School at 
New Canaan Country School 
in New Canaan, Conn., 
starting in the 2017-18 school 
year.

2004

Brooks (Pope) Miller is an 
associate attorney with the law 
firm Hedrick Gardner 
Kincheloe & Garofalo in 
Charlotte.

Andrew Wallace is chief 
resident in radiology at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. Following residency, 
he will complete a fellowship 
in cardiothoracic imaging at 
Washington University during 
the 2018-19 academic year.

2005

Liza Clark is engaged to Craig 
Barnett and they will marry in 
Chattahoochee Hills outside of 
Atlanta, Ga., at the end of 
April.

Alex Degernes is engaged to 
Kate Napolitano and they will 
marry in St. Thomas, USVI, 
April 22, 2017.

Sara Orlowski married Ben 
Kraus at the Glidden House in 
Cleveland, Ohio, Sept. 3, 
2016. Alumni in attendance 
were Rachel Silton-Robinson, 
Max Ballenger, Chelsea 
Matz, Spencer Syfrig, Lindsay 
Boardman ’02, Jamie 
McGinnis, John Boardman 
’02, Chris Thompson, and 
Luke Woollard.

Natalie (Sink) Rutherford 
and husband Paul welcomed a 
daughter, Charlotte Grace, on 
Dec. 7, 2016. She joins older 
sister Lilly Brooks (2). 

Ben Shaul is engaged to 
Nicole Parrish and will marry 
at Providence Country Club in 
Charlotte Nov. 18, 2017.

2006 

Tracey Keitt and wife 
Christine welcomed a son, 
Desmond Zane, on Feb. 3. He 
joins older brothers Coen (5) 
and Makai (2). The family is 
moving back to the United 
States in May after living in 
Chile for six years. While 
there, they started a business 
called goEnglish Chile and 
Tracey earned a master’s 
degree in applied linguistics at 
Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile. 

Rachel Skains earned a 
Doctor of Medicine degree 
at Wake Forest School of 
Medicine and is now an 
emergency medical resident at 
the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.
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2007
10-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 10th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

Rachel Brackett earned a 
Master of Business 
Administration degree from 
Arizona State University. She 
is vice president of D&L Parts 
Company in Charlotte.

Matt Cox married Allison 
Barger in Charleston, S.C., in 
March. Matt is an account 
manager for Cisco Systems in 
Research Triangle Park. 

2008

Katelyn Horne is an associate 
in International Arbitration for 
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP in Washington, D.C. 
Katelyn recently served as 
keynote speaker at the third 
annual Charlotte Middle 
School Model United Nations 
conference hosted at PDS in 
February.

Jennifer Lebet is a speech-
language pathologist at the 
Charlotte Speech and Hearing 
Center.

Preston Lennon married 
Rachel Harris in Hickory 
Dec. 30, 2016. Alumni in 
attendance were Carolina 
Villalobos, Anna Zimmer, 
Tim McGinnis and Lewis 
Woodward ’06.

Samantha Skains-Menchaca 
is an associate at Moore & 
Van Allen’s Intellectual 
Property team in Charlotte. 
Her practice involves a wide 
range of intellectual property 
matters with a focus on patent 
prosecution and investigation, 
trademark prosecution 
and maintenance, and 
confidentiality and licensing 
agreements.

Hannah (Davis) O’Connor 
became a consultant at Slalom 
Consulting in Boston, Mass., 
this past December.

2009

Ryan Conrad was an assistant 
coach of the PDS varsity boys 
basketball team for the 
2016-17 season.

Elizabeth Henry is Senior 
Executive Introductions 
manager at AlphaSights in 
London, England.

Maggie Ruff started her own 
business, The Ruff Life, LLC 
in Charlotte. The company 
specializes in professional pet/
house sitting and dog walking.

Gary Scott became a member 
of the PDS Board of Alumni. 
He is involved with the Student 
Investment Club at PDS.

2010
Brooks Aker was selected to 
serve a three-year term on the 
North Carolina Association 
of CPA’s Young CPA Cabinet 
starting May 1.

Marian Barrett is the 
Integrated Marketing manager 
for Billboard and The Hollywood 
Reporter in New York City.

Brooke Tetrault was 
promoted to project analyst 
for Outpatient and Specialty 
Services at the Baylor Jack 
and Jane Hamilton Heart and 
Vascular Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas.

The new Alumni and Alumni Parent directories are under construction!  
Thank you to those who have submitted updated contact information to be included in the directories. If you 

still need to update your information, contact the Office of Institutional Advancement at 704-887-7058. 

Login details will be sent via email once the directories have launched.
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2011
David Bailey was promoted 
to Fellow at Southface Energy 
Institute in November 2016. 
He also oversees the marketing 
communications strategy 
for EarthCraft, an industry-
leading green building 
certification program in the 
Southeast.

Chelsea Balzer is engaged to 
Collin Perry and they are 
getting married Sept. 23 at The 
Ivy Place in Lancaster, S.C.

Natalie Burke married Riley 
Davis at the Dairy Barn at the 
Anne Springs Close Greenway 
in Fort Mill, S.C., July 30, 2016.

Joshua Covington currently is 
in the U.S. Army stationed in 
Iraq, where he’s completing 
his cybersecurity degree in 
management and policy. He is 
married to Hilery Covington 
and they have a baby boy, 
Joshua Jr.

Alex Levy earned a Master of 
Science in Business Analytics 
degree from Southern 
Methodist University in 
May 2016. Alex is in Systems 
Development and Integration 
at Accenture Federal Services 
in Washington D.C.

Dylan Penner published his 
third book, “The Sorcerer of 
Ellecess,” in September 2016 
as part of the “Heroes of 
Gammalgard” series. The 
book series has sold more than 
25,000 copies to date.

Katherine Rush started 
graduate school at the 
University of Virginia in 
August 2016 to pursue a 
Masters of Architecture degree.

Alex Richards married Sam 
Spence at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Charlotte Oct. 8 
2016. Alumni in attendance 
were Caroline James (maid of 
honor), Ashley Baker, 
Madison Auten and Mac 
Sanders.

2012
5-year Class Reunion! 
Save the date for your 5th 
Providence Day School 
reunion on Oct. 14, 2017.  
We hope to see you there!

Will Lorenz married Heather 
Erdmann in Campobello, S.C., 
Oct. 1, 2016.

Raymond Stanton earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
UNC-Chapel Hill in May 
2016. He is now a solar outreach 
fellow at GRID Alternatives in 
Washington, D.C.

Nick Velardo earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration degree with a 
concentration in Finance and 
Marketing from University of 
Richmond in May 2016. He is 
now a financial analyst intern 
at Hale Partnership, an activist 
hedge fund firm. 

2013

Tony Asher will earn a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English and a minor in 
Chemistry from the University 
of North Carolina this spring. 
Following graduation, he will 
begin medical school at UNC 
in the fall.

John Carrick accepted 
a job with United Bank 
in Arlington, Va. He will 
start after his graduation 
from Washington and Lee 
University in May. 

Ashton Carrick accepted an 
internship in production in 
Hollywood, Calif. She received 
the internship through UNC-
Chapel Hill.

Established by the Office of Institutional Advancement, PD NetWORK 
engages various constituencies of the PDS community to provide 

internships and mentorship opportunities for our alumni. 

If you want to participate in PD NetWORK, contact Lynette Allison 
at lynette.allison@providenceday.org or 704-887-7056. 
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2015
Alex Heintze is a student 
advisor for the U.S. House of 
Representatives. He will advise 
a committee of Congressional 
staffers working on the 
details of the new University 
Entrepreneur Congressional 
Intern Program in the U.S. 
Congress.

Elizabeth Underwood was 
lead dancer in Amore Opera’s 
production of “Die 
Fledermaus,” an opera by 
Johann Strauss II, at Theatre at 
St. Jean’s in December 2016. 
Elizabeth studies dance at the 
New York Film Academy 
under Mark Morris.

2016

Cassie Brown plays on the 
women’s lacrosse team at 
Florida Southern College. The 
team won the National 
Championship in 2015.

PROVIDENCE DAY SCHOOL

HOMECOMING
& Reunion Weekend

October 13–14, 2017

Celebrating Reunions 
for the Classes ending 
in 2s and 7s

More details will be provided in 
#AlwaysACharger e-newsletters, 

reunion coordinators and online at  
www.providenceday.org/homecoming. 

Questions? Contact Steve  
Bondurant ’98 at 704-887-6039 or 
steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.

SAVE THE DATE

#AlwaysACharger

Follow us on social media!
@pdsalumni
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life events. Send them to Steve Bondurant ’98 at steve.bondurant@providenceday.org.



Providence Day School’s first Lower School theatre production, “Disney’s The Jungle Book,” was performed in 
the McMahon Fine Arts Center theater Nov. 17-19, 2016. Directed by Lower School theatre director Brooke 
Fulton, 38 4th- and 5th-grade students participated in the musical specially adapted from the classic Disney 
animated film and the works of Rudyard Kipling. The production featured a host of colorful characters and 
songs from the movie about Mowgli, who bounds through the jungle and learns what it means to be human.

First Lower School Musical a Success

Songs of the Jungle
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